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By Sarah Gilewicz 

      

      Thereôs a new, exciting reason to become a 

member of the Allentown Association.  The ñAccess 

Allentownò membership card was unveiled in Janu-

ary and is a new benefit of membership in the Allen-

town Association. The card will provide members 

with discounts and offered specials at participating 

businesses.  As of this writing of this article, the list 

of participating businesses with their offered dis-

counts (some restrictions apply-see website for more 

details) is as follows: 

¶ Avenue Art & Frame- 10% off custom fram-

ing 

¶ Bettyôs- Buy one dinner; get the second ½ off 

(up to $15) 

¶ Buffalo Carpet Cleaning- 25% off services 

¶ East End Salon- 10% off services 

¶ Hamlin House- 10% off bill 

¶ Just Vino- 15% off bill 

¶ La Tee Da- 10% off bill 

¶ Modern Nostalgia- Spend $150; get $25 off 

¶ Mothers Restaurant - 20% off bill if seated 
Allentown Association.          

 

before 6:30  or after 11 p.m. 

     This list will continue to expand and will be up-

dated on allentown.org, so visit the Web site often to 

see where the card can be used.  We encourage peo-

ple to patronize these establishments, as their gener-

ous participation in this program has allowed us to 

offer this new benefit.  If you are a current individual 

or business Association member, you should have 

received your new ñAccess Allentownò card in the 

mail.  These cards will be good for the entire calen-

dar year.  If youôve let your membership lapse or 

have never considered membership in the past, 

nowôs the time to get involved and enjoy this new 

benefit of membership in the Allentown Association.  

Membership is not limited to residents of Allentown!   

     More details on the ñAccess Allentownò card are 

available on the website along with the membership 

form.  If you are an Allentown business and youôd 

like to get involved in the ñAccess Allentownò card, 

please contact the Association at 881-1024. 

Sarah Gilewicz is membership chairperson of the 

ñAccess Allentownò provides discounts at community businesses 

       Mark your calendars!  The Annual Allentown Association dinner will be 

held this year on April 13 at the Hamlin House at 432 Franklin St. Dinner 

will be at 7 p.m., preceded by a cash bar at 6 p.m.   

       Similar to previous years, there will be a Chinese auction featuring doz-

ens of items donated by local businesses; a silent auction featuring several 

special items; and a 50/50 raffle. The cost this year will be $20 per person.  

Closer to the date, watch for an email and mailing with more details!. Chair-

person for the event is Sarah Gilewicz. Leslie Doebler is co-chairperson. 

 

Annual dinner is April 13 at Hamlin  House 
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    The Board of Directors has approved a $67,750 

budget for 2010 the Allentown Association, in-

cluding additional funds for beautification and pro-

motion. The budget, adopted Feb. 9, was presented 

by Treasurer Matthew Moscati after review by the 

Executive Committee. 

    The budget calls for $61,800 in revenues and a 

$5,950 surplus carried over from 2009. It provides 

$33,000 for administrative expenses, including 

rent, insurance, utilities and the salary and ex-

penses of the Associationôs executive director, its 

sole employee.  

$67,750 budget has additional funds for beautification, promotion 

     There is $7,000 for beautification, including mainte-

nance and upkeep of public art such as the windmill in 

Elmwood Park, one of several projects by University at 

Buffalo architecture students,. Also included are funds 

for sidewalk plantings and watering, and a landscape con-

sultant for possible pocket parks. The budget provides 

$6,000 for promotion, including, signage, banners and 

advertising.  

     Major revenue sources are the Allen West Festival, 

with a net of $18,000  net anticipated; Secrets of Allen-

town tour of historic properties, with a net of $7,500 an-

ticipated; hot dog stand, $500 net anticipated.  

   Curtis Haynes Jr. is the new Ellicott District 

member of the Common Council. He will serve  

through December, succeeding Brian C. Davis, who 

resigned in November amidst controversy over use 

of campaign funds.  

   Council Member Haynes is an associate professor 

of economics at  Buffalo State College where Mat-

thew Ryan, Allentown Association president, was 

once his student.  

Curtis Haynes Jr. is new Ellicott District council member 

   ñI expect to have a conversation ; it should be positive. 

We [the Allentown Association] should be able to get 

our points across,ò Matt Ryan said.  

     The Ellicott District includes all of Allentown except 

the small area on the north side of North St., which is in 

the Niagara District. 

    Council Member Haynes was appointed by the Coun-

cil Jan. 14 in a 6-2 vote, over several other candidates. 

The position will be on the ballot in November for the 

final year of the term.  
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By Barbara Hart    

     Allentownôs successful First Friday Gallery 

Tour was honored by the Arts Council of Buf-

falo and Erie County with a $5,000 grant 

which will assure its continuation through 

2010. 

    Matthew Ryan, Allentown Association president,  

and gallery owners Barbara Hart of Studio Hart and 

Elisabeth Samuels of Indigo accepted the award Feb. 

12.   

     The grant will be used for promotion and program-

ming for the Greater Allentown Gallery Associationôs 

gallery tour on the first Friday of each month. This 

award is part of the 2010 Erie County decentralization 

grant program, financed by the State Council on the 

Arts. It was the largest of about 20 grants to recipient 

organizations in Erie County.  

     Representatives from the offices of State Rep. Sam 

Hoyt and State Sen. Antoine Thompson congratulated 

the award recipients, and the group was treated to a 

performance by musician K.G. Price as well as an in-

formal reception at the Western New York Book Arts 

Center. 

      The successful grant application was prepared by 

the Allentown Association in  co-operative venture 

with the Greater Allentown Gallery Association.  

      The First Fridays Gallery Tour will continue on  

March 5, April 2, and May 7.  About 20 art galleries 

and businesses  keep their doors open for extended 

hours on the first Friday of each month, from 5 to 9    

p.m.  Check the Allentown website for specific details 

regarding participating galleries, and events for each 

date.  Information is also available on Facebook 

(search Greater Allentown First Fridays Gallery Tour). 

    The Allentown Association First Fridays Holiday 

Celebration on Dec. 4 was particularly memorable.  

Participants joined a boisterous Santa for free rides on 

a horse-drawn carriage which ferried up and down Al-

len St. throughout the eveningôs festivities. The Allen-

town Association provided wreaths for street lamps 

and erected a public tree in the lot adjacent to Quaker 

Bonnet.  A tree lighting ceremony kicked off the Holi-

day First Fridays event, with extended opening hours 

by galleries, and many retail businesses. 

     All the fun was captured by Channel 4, which aired 

interviews with Matt Ryan,  Barbara Hart, and most 

important of all, enthusiastic onlookers.  We couldnôt 

have paid for better advertising for Allentownôs holi-

day season. 

     Heartfelt thanks to those businesses which contrib-

uted to the success of this evening: East End Studio, 

Fiddleheads Restaurant, Cafe 59, Nest Interiors, Stu-

dio Hart,  House of Randolph, Gallagherôs, Indigo 

Gallery, Allen Street Connection, Les Jardins, Har-

oldôs Curiosity Shop,  Buffalo Big Print, Allentown 

Dress Shop, Towne Restaurant, Allen Street Hardware 

Café, La Tee Da Cafe, Deborah Hill Interiors, Sample, 

College Street Gallery, Hero Art & Design. 

 

Barbara Hart, owner of Hart Studio, is a member of 

the Allentown Association Board of Directors. 

    

At awards reception, from left, Barbara Hart, 

K.G. Price, Matt Ryan, Jennifer Diagostino, aide 

to Assemblyman Sam Hoyt,  Lauren Albrecht of  

the Arts Council, Elisabeth Samuels 

First Friday Gallery Tour wins $5,000 grant 


