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     Everyone interested in local history and architecture will 
find their appetites stimulated and satisfied by an ambitious 
selection of walking tours being offered this season in 
Allentown.  
      On view are such sites as the childhood homes of  cele-
brated writer F. Scott Fitzgerald, noted actress Katherine 
Cornell, and the Arts and Crafts home built by Charles 
Rolfs for his wife, Anna Katharine Green, ground-breaking 
author of murder mysteries. 
     Enjoy the beauty of Allentown’s small  parks and his-
toric landmarks, and hear  tales of ghosts associated with 
some of Buffalo’s oldest houses.  
     The busy schedule of walking tours has been arranged 
by the Allentown Association, the Theodore Roosevelt In-
augural Site and Manson Winfield’s Haunted History Inc. 
Reservations are not necessary. 
     The Allentown Association is sponsoring two-hour 
walking tours Saturday mornings and two Friday evenings.    
The cost is $8, $6 for Allentown Association Members. The 
schedule: 
    -  Saturdays June 7  and Aug. 30, 10 a.m. Irving Place 
and Park St. starting  at the corner of Irving Place and Allen 
St. 
     - Friday, June 20,  7 p.m., Victorian pocket parks, Ar-
lington and Days Parks, starting at North and College Sts. 
     -  Friday, June 27, at 7 p.m. and Saturday, Aug. 23,  at 
10 a.m.  North St. and Arlington Park,  starting at North 
and College Sts.  
     - Saturday, June 28,  10 a.m.,  North  Pearl and Main 
Sts., starting at Allen and North Pearl Sts.    
    -  Saturday, Aug. 2,  10 a.m., Mariner and Park Sts., 
starting at Mariner and North Sts. 
     Tours of  Kleinhans Music Hall’s interior and exterior, 
also sponsored by the Allentown Association, will be held 
Saturdays July 12 and Sept. 6, starting at 10 a.m. at the 
Chopin statue, Symphony Circle. The two-hour tours will 
cost $10.   
      Walking tours of Allentown’s highlights will be held on 
Mondays from June 30 through Aug. 25 at 10 a.m., spon-
sored by the Theodore Roosevelt Inaugural Site, and will 

last two hours. The cost is $6,  $4 for TR site members.  
The tours will begin at the Theodore Roosevelt site (Wilcox 
Mansion), 641 Delaware Ave. , and  will be held June 30, 
July 7, 14, 21, 28; and Aug. 4, 11, 18 and 25.  
     Allentown Ghost Walk tours on Friday evenings from 
July 11 through October are sponsored by Haunted History 
Inc. and will last one-and-a-half hours. The cost is $10 for 
adults, $5 for children. The starting point is Allen Street 
Hardware Café, 245 Allen St.  
    They will be held July 11, 18, 25; Aug. 1, 8, 15, 22, 29; 
Sept. 5, 12, 19, 26; and Oct. 3, 10, 17, and 24.   
     In between the guided walking tours, free events will 
provide additional opportunities to see many of Allen-
town’s most interesting attractions at no cost.  
      Many Allentown gardens are included in the self-
guided Garden Walk Saturday, July 26, and Sunday, July 
27, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. The tour is free. Maps showing 
participating gardens are available for $5 at 14 Allen St.  
    The 51st annual Allentown Art Festival, sponsored by 
the Allentown Village Society, and the ninth annual Allen 
West Festival, sponsored by the Allentown Association, 
will be held June 14 and 15 from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Metro 
Polis Realty is prime corporate sponsor of Allen 
West.Volunteers are needed! Elmwood Village Charter 
School and School 36 will provide a new children’s area.  
     The Buffalo Infringement Festival will provide perform-
ances and exhibitions, many at Allentown locations, at little 
or no charge from July 24 to Aug. 3. See infringebuf-
falo.org.    
     Saturday, Aug. 16, Allen-
town’s annual porch and ga-
rage sale will be held from 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Maps are avail-
able at the Allentown Asso-
ciation office, 14 Allen St.  
     And Secrets of Allentown, 
Buffalo’s premiere interior 
historic house tour, will be 
held Sunday, Sept. 14, from 
11 a.m. to 5 p.m. See page 11. 

A summer of walking tours in Allentown 
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       Allentown’s eastern edge – along Main St. – is the sore 
thumb most in need of attention. That was the message 
from participants at a planning session focusing on improv-
ing Allentown.  
       The session was called by planning consultants for the 
Buffalo Niagara Medical Campus working on plans to im-
prove infrastructure for the medical campus and the adja-
cent areas of Allentown and the Fruit Belt. About 40 Allen-
towners attended the meeting April 16 in the Hamlin 
House.  
       The planning firm of Sasaki Associates of Boston has 
been hired by the medical campus and is working with the 
Allentown Association to prepare a plan for infrastructure 
improvements for which public funding will be sought.  
       After discussions in small groups, a representative of 
each group presented its views to all participants. Several 
focused on the Main St. edge of Allentown, its border with 
the medical campus.  
     “Main St. is the worst part. Buildings are crying for de-
velopment,”  said Daniel Culross. “The campus doesn’t 
blend into Allentown and vice versa,” he added, suggesting 
housing and retail development within the campus. 
     Making it easier for pedestrians to cross Main St., better 
and more uniform lighting, bike lanes and more on-street 
parking, were also suggested by his group.  
    Representatives of other groups agreed. Kelly Dixon 
cited Main St. vacancies. “Main St. is the problem,” said 
Gretchan Grobe, with “walkability and safety” an issue.  
     But Matthew Ryan, presenting his group’s comments, 
said focus should be on the Allen St. commercial spine. 

Although there has been considerable concern about bars 
crowding out retail shops, “I think we’ve started to bring in 
the right kind of retail,” he said.  
      Debbie Grine said there are fewer vacancies now on 
Allen St., and a healthy dialogue has developed between 
homeowners, business, and law enforcement. “A broader 
mix of retail,” is still needed, she added.  
      Participants were of mixed minds about expansion of 
parking. “A 
double-
edged 
sword,” 
one said. 
“Nobody 
wants a lot 
or a ramp, but everyone wants parking,” said Matt Ryan. 
“It’s not a real issue,” said Kelly Dixon.       
      “There’s a need for more organized activities for kids, 
like a boys and girls club,” Debbie Grine said.  
        “I think we need to embrace diversity and be inclu-
sive,” said Police Chief Donna M. Berry of B District, a 
comment echoed by others.  
      The turnout and comments show “a strong commit 
ment from the people who live and work here,” but “we  
need your help” to get anything accomplished, Mark  
Goldman told the consultants.  
      Kathryn Madden of Sasaki Associates said addi- 
tional comments may be emailed  to allentown@sasaki. 
com. “We’ll be back in June,” she added. 

Address Main St. problems, planners told 

“Main St. is the worst part. Build-

ings are crying for development. 

The [medical] campus doesn’t 

blend into Allentown or vice versa.” 

    The Common Council has been asked to designate Elm-
wood Park and the adjacent School 46, the Adult Learning 
Center, as a local landmark. The city Preservation Board has 
recommended the designation and asked the council to 
schedule a public hearing.  
    The Preservation Board, at its May 15 meeting, also re-
jected permission for an outdoor patio in the front of the 
Stillwater Restaurant, 481-483 Delaware Ave., but left open 
the possibility of an outdoor patio at the rear of the restau-
rant. 
    School 46, built in 1888-89 in Romanesque Revival style, 
is the oldest school building still in use for education in Buf-
falo. It is a fine example of urban school architecture in the 
late 19th century when buildings of quality materials and 

construction and imposing size were first made available 
for public education. 
    Elmwood Park has been green space since S. Elmwood 
Ave. was built south of Virginia St. about 1918, and has 
been restored and enhanced in the past eight years. It was 
the site of the Buffalo Orphan Asylum from 1852 to 1912. 
   The landmark designation for the entire block bordered 
by Virginia and Edward Sts. and  S. Elmwood Ave. was 
sought by the Allentown Association and would give an 
additional level of protection to the city-owned site, al-
ready part  of the Allentown Historic Protection District.  
    The Preservation Board designated a committee to con-
sider a revision of the application for a rear patio at the  
                 please turn to Preservation Board acts, page 3 

Preservation Board acts on park, School 46, hears Stillwater patio request 
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    Two new members have been named to the city Preserva-
tion Board. 
     Edward Watts Jr., an architect and Mariner St. resident, 
has been appointed as a  city at large member by Mayor 
Byron Brown. He succeeds Paul “Pete” Carroll, also an 
Allentown resident, who served three three-year terms and 
declined reappointment.  
    Edward Watts is associated with his father in Watts Ar-
chitect and Engineering, P.C.   
     Harvey Garrett, a Richmond Ave. resident active in the 
Landmark Society of the Niagara Frontier and the  
West Side Community Collaborative has been named as the 
designee of the Landmark Society.  He succeeds Richard 
Baer, a former chairman of the board.     

    Repairs are underway at three brick walls in Allentown 
which partially collapsed during strong winds  this spring.  
     Repairs are being made to masonry on the Elmwood 
Ave. side of the Karpeles Manuscript Museum and Li-
brary’s North Hall where masonry collapsed as a result of 
poor repairs made nine years ago, said Christopher Kelly, 
museum director. 
     “We have found bricks made by the same manufac-
turer, Belden Brick Co. of Sugar Creek, Ohio, fired at the 
same plant and produced from the same vein of clay as the 
original 1911 bricks!,” he reported.  
    Additionally, bricks will be removed and reused during 
the restoration which will include mitigate past design and 
environmental problems, he added. The building is the 
former First Church of Christ Scientist.  
   Restoration plans and brick samples may be seen during 
normal museum hours. The Elmwood Ave. sidewalk will  
remain closed until repairs are completed.  
     Repairs are also being made at masonry collapses at 
260 Allen St. at Wadsworth St., site of Paw Prints by 
Penny, and a wall on the south side of Virginia St. be-
tween Franklin St. and Virginia Place.  

Two named to Preservation Board 

Bricks collapse, repairs underway 

PrPreservation 

    What’s happening to the Coit House? 
    Repainting of the exterior, long ordered by city inspec-
tors, began in May. A deep red with black and cream trim 
will replace the present gray, Gerhardt Yaskow, principal 
owner, said.  
     He has dropped plans to open a bed-and-breakfast in the 
house, Buffalo’s oldest dwelling, at 414 Virginia St. A pro-
spective purchaser  hopes to create a non-profit to operate 
the house as a museum, he said. If that fails, “I can rent it 
out, with public access [for occasional tours] or sell it as a 
single family house,” he said.  
     Gerhardt Yaskow said he has spent at least $70,000 since 
buying the house in February 2006 from the  Allentown As-
sociation. He has stabilized stairs, replaced woodwork and 
insulation, installed two new highly efficient  furnaces, one 

Coit house to be painted deep red, may be sold  
in the basement for the first two floors, one in the attic for 
the third floor, added some floor registers and an air return 
system, he said during a tour of the house.  

     Russell Max-
well has with-
drawn as minor-
ity owner, and 

August Patuto has joined Gerhardt Yaskow as an owner.   
     The City Court case involving demolition in October 
2006 of a carriage house in the rear of the Coit House has 
ended with dismissal. Charges were brought and dismissed 
three times, the last on Aug. 30, 2007, by Judge Frank 
Nowak. Court documents did not list a reason for the dis-
missal. The one-year statue of limitations has expired, pre-
venting any additional filing of charges.  

 Preservation Board acts, page 3 

the Stilllwater. The restaurant occupies two of Midway 
houses, an architecturally significant row of town houses.   
    The application for the two patios drew objections from  
Nympha Montague and Ginger Schroeder, nearby residients 
in the Midway block;  Beverly King and Linda Priebe of 
Catharine Pratt Horton Chapter, Daughters of the American  
Revolution; and Christopher Brown and Elizabeth Licata of 
the Allentown Association.       
     Zoning Board approval is also needed for either patio. 
The Preservation Board’s decision may be appealed to the 
Common council.  
  The Preservation Board also: 
   —Authorized installation of a brick driveway at 412 Franklin St. Fred 

Rzemek said the bricks to be used were saved from the demolition of 
399 Franklin St. for the expansion of Kelly Bros. & Miller printing 
business. 
  —  Allowed demolition of a brick building connection at 154 North 
Pearl St. and installation of stairs and ramp at property acquired by Jim 
Rhoades from the Salvation Army.  

Preservation Board acts, continued from page 2 

Preservation News 
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  By Matthew Ryan 

 
    Living in a neighborhood filled with gutsy entrepreneurs and 
passionate residents is a dream for me.  This dynamic is part of 
what makes Allentown so special, so vibrant.  Could you pic-
ture Allentown without the retail stores, arts or  bar/restaurants?  
Would those places be open if it weren’t for the residential 
demographic?  Of course not.  The two work in harmony to 
make Allentown this place we all love.     
   Being on this Board I have the distinct pleasure of being able 
to chit-chat with a wide range of our members.  Here are some 
conversations I’ve found myself in with our business commu-
nity: 
   --  Mark Pagano, owner, WNY Metro Polis: Chatting about a 
multiple dwelling property located at Allen and North Pearl 
which was recently sold through his firm. “We had more calls 
and interest in that property than we’ve ever seen on anything 
else we’ve sold.  Allentown is hot right now,” he said. He fol-
lowed that by asking if I wanted to sell my four-unit on Park St.  
I told him I wouldn’t know where to go when it sold.  Thanks 
anyway, Mark.   
    -- Bill Smith, district manager, Clover Management: Chat-
ting about the fantastic businesses his company has recently 
brought to the blocks between Delaware and North Pearl, “We 
have been very selective in our efforts to bring the right busi-
ness to these spaces.  When the space at Franklin and Allen be-
came available we fielded numerous proposals.  At least 20 of 
which were for bars, but we thought the right retail would be 
better.  Now with Rick Cycle Shop there we know we found the 
perfect fit.”  Note two other businesses are getting ready to 
open in the next couple months: “Falafel Bar” and “Deb Hill 
Interiors”.  More to come on both those new businesses.  
     --  Harley, bartender, Sample: Explaining  what brings my 
old friend from college to bartend on a random weekday night 
in Allentown, he says, “It is always steady here.  Most places 
you have to find the busy night to work.  Here I make money 
consistently.”  I often tell people that the absolute best view in 
Allentown is at that bar looking out the huge windows at the 
scene that is Allen St. Better than most movies coming this 

Business, residential coexistence makes Allentown click 

summer.      
    --  Scotty, bartender,  Allen Street Hardware Café: 
Discussing how many shots we’ve done, he says,“This 
is the one bar I’ve ever worked at where I don’t have to 
build the clientele.  People just flock in here.”  Point of 
editorial reference, it was definitely Scotty that I dis-
cussed shots with I know because that is always the first 
and last thing I clearly remember any time I stop in.  
The quote that I credit to him was actually from another 
of his fellow bottle slingers and was passed on to me 
second-hand by my friend and fellow board member 
Wayne Parry.  I didn’t catch the bartender’s name, 
don’t think any of the above care about who gets credit 
for the quote.  If they do, I’ll gladly buy the next round.   
    -- Joanna Quarcini, owner,  Eco Friendly Custom 
Cleaners: As I walk in the conversation starts with her 
welcoming me by name and grabbing my clothes before 
I can even produce the claim tag.  Business is good one 
week, foot traffic is slow the next, disposable income 
being tight puts pressure on her industry at times.  Jo-
anna is one of my favorite people in this community.  
Friendly, engaging, thoughtful, intelligent.  I don’t even 
know what she just charged me, but I know I’ll be back 
in three weeks.  Now that is how to run a business.   
     Whether you conduct business in Allentown, reside 
here or both, all of the above is the result of a neighbor-
hood in which we all coexist.  At times the Associa-
tion’s Board is asked to mediate when the harmonious 
coexistence is compromised through diverging views of 
business and residents.  When we are called on for this 
thankless task, we appreciate your support and under-
standing.  As we all learned as children, it was a cruel 
and unfair world long before the Allentown Association 
was created.  Hopefully, through communication and 
compromise we can all find a way to keep this 
neighborhood as enviable as it is today.  After all, that 
is our unifying common goal, right? 
Matthew Ryan is chairman of the Allentown Associa-

tion’s Business Relations Committee. 
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     An Allentown entrepreneur has bought the three-story 
building at 110 Elmwood Ave. and has moved his computer 
services business there.  
    The building housed the Eaton Galleries antiques busi-
ness from 2000 to 2007. 
     Mitch Bechtel, who has purchased the property, has 
moved his business, Comand Solutions, to the second floor 
of the building. 
     “I only anticipate using the second  floor for my busi-
ness, and patiently finding the right tenant for the ground t 
floor window space,” he said when he moved in during 
April.  A few weeks later, he said, “I didn’t anticipate my 
business growing so quickly.  I may end up using the whole 
space as I add more employees.” 
     Comand Solutions provides programming and software 
development, design of custom websites including intranets 
(private websites with access limited to internal use), extra-
nets (private space externally accessible, for a company’s 
customers, for instance.) 
    “Our core business is content management systems  -- 

software that enables our clients to manage their websites,” 
he explains. 
     One of his clients is the Allentown Association which 
receives services for its website from Comand Solutions, 
paying only for material, with technical services provided 
at no charge.  
      Mitch Bechtel founded Comand Solutions in 2004 and 
has operated it from his home. He and his wife, Lura, have 
lived on Park St. since 2006 when they returned to the Buf-
falo area after living in New York City and California. He 
began working in the computer field as a contractor is 
1999.        
    Joining him on the core team of Comand Solutions are 
Greg Coniser, Roland Soliman and Evan Yokum. 
    “The move will enable us to expand. We’re looking to 
really service Allentown area businesses first,” Mitch 
Bechtel says. 
    The property has a rental apartment on the third floor, 
and parking.   

Computer service provider buys 110 Elmwood 

 
  

 

   The Catholic Health System is weighing the future of the 
former Nazareth Nursing Home building at 291 North St. It 
may be sold, or it may be used for a new program for care of 
the elderly. 
     Meanwhile, Grace Manor Health Care Facility at 10 Sym-
phony Circle has gone into receivership and is continuing to 
operate under a new agreement making Kaleida Health its  
financial caretaker. Other options are to be considered during 
the next 18 months. Grace Manor opened in 1998 in the for-
mer Rosa Coplon Jewish Home and Infirmary facility as the 
first minority-operated nursing home in Buffalo.  
       Nazareth Nursing Home closed at the end of 2007 in 
compliance with a recommendation in a state study calling 
for reduction in the number of nursing-home beds in the Buf-
falo area. It was opened in 1946 by Franciscan Sisters of the 
Immaculate Conception from Germany. 

    The building still houses offices of the Catholic Health 
System’s Continuing Care Division with about 50 em-
ployees. 
    The state’s Berger Commission recommended closing 
the nursing home, also recommended that the building be 
used for a “program of all-inclusive care for the eld-
erly” (PACE), said David Vitka, a vice president of 
Catholic Health System. As a PACE facility, skilled care 
would be provided to clients who were brought in from 
their homes for the day.  
      However, no funds are currently available for a 
PACE center at 291 North St., he said. No decision has 
yet been made on whether the Catholic Health System 
will continue to use the building or offer it for sale, he 
added.   

     

One nursing home closes, another struggles  
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  Calendar of Events  
     Allendale Theater, 203 Allen St. Theater of Youth presents  “If You Give a Pig a Party,” musical for ages 4 and up, June 1 at 7 
p.m.. For information and tickets, call 884-4400. 2008-2009 season begins in the fall.  

     Allentown Association,  14 Allen St., Walling tours, see page 1. Garage and porch sale, Aug. 16, see page 1.  Board of Direc-
tors meets June 17, July 15, Aug. 19.  For information call 881-1024 or email allentown@bfn.org. 
     Art Dialogue Gallery, 1 Linwood Ave., Tuesday to Friday,  11 a.m. to 5 p.m., Saturday, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.  
water colors by Raleigh Spinks, through June 6. Small works exhibition, juried by Sandra H. Olsen, June 13 to July 18. Talk by Len 
Kagelmacher on marketing art, June 21, 11 a.m. Talk by Donald J. Siuta,  “The Art of Collecting Art,” July 12, 11 a.m. Regional 
artists exhibition, juried by Douglas Schultz, July 25 to Aug. 29. For information call 885-2251. 
     Betty’s restaurant, 370 Virginia St. at Cottage St.  Photography by Robert Schulman, through June 29.       
     Buffalo Infringement Festival,  The fourth annual celebration of out-of-the ordinary performances and exhibitions will be held 
July 24 to Aug. 3 at venues mainly in Allentown. See infringebuffalo.org. 
     College Street Gallery,  244 Allen St., Wednesday, 6 to 8 p.m., Thursday, 5 to 8 p.m.;  Friday, 4 to 8 p.m. June 12 to 15, Allen 
West Fest photographs by Michael Mulley;  Allen West Pre-Party, June 13,  8 to 10 p.m. June 18 to July 27, student shows and in-
stallations; Aug. 2, opening reception for the Mannequin Show: Photographs by Marc Burgess on view through August 29. For in-
formation call, 882-9727.  
     College St. Block Party, Aug.  3, Allen and College Sts., music, food and fun for all.  
      El Museo, 91 Allen St., Thursday through Saturday,  noon to 5, and by appointment. “Imaginary Line,” of four artists, through 
July 22. Border Film Project, in conjunction with Buffalo Art Studio, opening reception, June 13, 8 to 10 p.m. For information call 
884-9693.  
      First Presbyterian Church, Symphony Circle, St. Louis Catholic Church, Main and Edward Sts., and St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Cathedral, Church and Franklin Sts., free guided tours of the three churches June 14, July 12, Aug. .9, beginning at St.Paul’s at 10 
a.m., transportation not provided.    
      Garden Walk, June 26 and 27, see page 1.  
      Homeownership Center of  Buffalo,  560 Delaware Ave., suite 101. Free workshops, 5:30 to 8:30 p.m.,  June 19, 
“Understanding Insurance”; July 17, “Reaping the Harvest and Saving Money”;  Aug. 14,  “Basics of Floor Covering.”  Free home-
buyer orientations, 6 to 7 p.m., June 10, 18, 24, July 1, 14, 23, Aug. 5, 11, 27.  Homebuyer education classes (fees charged), day 
classes, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.,  June 7,  July 12, Aug. 2;  two-session evening classes, 5:30 to 9 p.m., June 24 and 25, July 22, and 23, Aug. 
19 and 20. For more information, www.homefrontbflo.org or call 856-2952.  
     Karpeles Manuscript Library Museum, 220 North St., Tuesdays through Sundays, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. For information call  886-
3656. 
    Kleinhans Community Association, monthly meetings, June 18, 6 p.m., July 19, 10:15 a.m., Aug. 20, 6 p.m., Heart of the City 
Neighborhoods, 42 Plymouth Ave. 
    Kleinhans Music Hall , Buffalo Philharmonic Orchestra , “Beethoven Lives Upstairs”, classical for kids, June 1, 2:30 p.m.; Bee-
thoven Festival, with Eroica Trio, June 7, 8 p.m., June 8, 2:30 p.m.; JoAnn Falletta Guitar Concerto Competition, June 10, 11, 
13;Grand Finale Pops, conducted by JoAnn Falletta, June 14, 8 p.m. For tickets and information, call  885-5000. 
     Nina Freudenheim Gallery, Hotel Lenox, 140 North St. “Picture Nothing”, photography by Ellen Carey, through June 25; group 
exhibition, through August. Tuesday through Friday, 10 to 5; Sunday, Monday, by appointment.  For information call 882-5777.  
     Quaker Bonnet Eatery, 175 Allen St.,  paintings by Bryan Bailey, through June 30; photography of Italy by Rick Steinhard, 
July, mixed media by Eileen McNamara and two others, August.       
      Rust Belt Books, 202 Allen St. Karen Schubert, poetry reading, June 1, call for time. Kazim Ali, poetry reading and book re-
lease, June 7, 7  p.m.. Liz Mariani, poetry reading and book release, June 8, 2 p.m. Buffalo Infringement Festival, July 24 to Aug. 3, 
see above.  Art exhibitions, paintings by Diane Gall-Meldrum, June; paintings and mixed media by Ann Reed, July; art works and 
story telling by Joan Goldberg, August, call for details,  885-9535.   
      Theodore Roosevelt Inaugural Site (Wilcox Mansion), 641 Delaware Ave. See page 1.  For information call  884-0095.  
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     The Knights of Columbus along with its companion Ath-
letic Club have resided at 506 Delaware Ave. since 1916, 
and we like to think that in a quiet way we have been good 
neighbors.  
       We are one of the oldest health clubs in the area. A 
friend showed me The Allentown Neighbor with  a story on 
neighborhood health clubs. The cursory article listed all of 
the health facilities in the neighborhood and then, to use a 
rugby expression, proceeded to head butt the Catholic Club. 
Yes, we are an all male club and after almost a century I 
think almost everyone realizes that fact. 
     We are open to anyone regardless of creed or outlook and 

take justified pride in our diverse membership. I asked my 
daughter how she felt about my belonging to an all male 
club and she laughed and said “men and women should 
have the right to belong to a private club."  She laughed 
again at the mention of X and Y chromosomes but was 
baffled by the mention of both our faith and a revered reli-
gious figure. She just could not understand what religion 
and the Papacy have to do with a listing of area health 
clubs. Oh well, in eight years we will celebrate our century 
of service to the community. 
                      — Michael Redmond, St. Mary’s Square 
 

      What does religion have to do with a health club? 

Letters to The Neighbor: Rainbow K misinformation corrected 

     Thank you for updating the neighborhood with the 
Rainbow K relocation. However, some of the information 
was inaccurate. Rainbow K is moving to 433 Franklin St.; 
388 Franklin St. is the present location of the our early 

childhood school. The principal is Sister Mary Neves. The 
cost of renovations was initially estimated at $250,000, but 
the actual reconstruction has doubled that amount.  
                                               — Sister Mary Victoria                                                           

    “Properties in historic districts retain and increase their 
values” more than properties in other areas, Clinton Brown, 
an architect specializing in preservation, told 100 persons 
and the Allentown Association’s annual dinner May 20. 
   “This neighborhood is world class. Our upstate communi-
ties are in tough shape. Industrial manufacturing has all but 
died. We must make places that attract wealth. We must re-
store the core. A place worth living in is a place worth visit-
ing,” he said.  
    Other speakers, Kevin Hayes, Caesandra Seawell and Mi-
chael Gainer of ReUse Buffalo, explained their program of 

recycling the city’s housing materials.   
    The winner of the silent auction’s grand prize, an 
“Edwardian night out” donated by Ginger D. Schroeder 
and Joseph Galda, was Katherine Harrow.  
    Beautification awards were presented to: Sherrill and 
Ted Fleming, 32 St. John’s Place; and Matthew and Chris-
topher Moscati, 591 Delaware Ave.; Jennifer and Adam 
Goetz, Sample restaurant; Carroll Ann Simon and Doris 
Jean Hall, Betty’s restaurant. Sarah Gilewicz was chair-
person for the dinner at the Hamlin House. For a full ac-
count, see www.allentown.org.  

Preservation well worth the effort, Clinton Brown says 



 
 

      

Buf-
Page 8                         The Allentown Neighbor           Summer 2008                                              

Planting a tree on North St., Allentown Association vol-

unteers, from left, Wayne Parry, Daniel Culross

(squatting), Chris Hawley, Holly Holdaway and Chris 

Brown. 

By Daniel Culross  

 
       Nine saplings provided by Re-Tree WNY were 
planted by volunteers in every corner of Allentown in 
early May.  
       But about the same time,  three mature Norway ma-
ples were illegally removed from the city-owned right of 
way in front of 118-126 Cottage St.  by a contractor hired 
by the property owner.  The city issued a summons May 
13 and is seeking appropriate retribution to address the 
problem. While great effort is being put forth to “re-tree” 
the city,  someone is negating the effort. To replace the 
annual benefits that just one of the trees removed, about 
40 new trees need to be planted.  
       If you or anyone you know have any pictures that 
show the trees and property prior to the removals this 
week, please forward copies to the Allentown Association 
at: 14 Allen Street, Buffalo 14202, call  (716) 881-1024 
or e-mail allentown@bfn.org.  
       Eight volunteers from the Allentown Association   
planted six new trees throughout the Allentown  on May 
4.  
     Four days later, three trees were planted on Park St. 
between Virginia and Allen St. by other volunteers: Brian 
and Shane Daley, Dante DiGiulio, Morgan Smith  and 
Ellen Markel. All are Park St. residents except Shane 
Daley who is Brian’s brother. 
      The Allentown 
Association volun-
teers were Presi-
dent  Chris Brown, 
Board members 
Wayne Parry and Holly Holdaway; Office Manager An-
drew Eisenhart, Kleinhans Community Association mem-
bers Tim and Isabel Hartenburg, Daniel Culross, Heart of 
the City Neighborhoods Director Stephanie Simeon, 
along with Chris Hawley and Don Murphy. Tools were 
donated by Ralph Delmont.  
        The trees were provided as part of the Re-Tree WNY 
efforts started in 2006 by about 40 Western New Yorkers 
who saw first-hand the devastation done to the region 
— our beautiful trees — and decided to take action to re-
forest every public area that was destroyed by the freak 
Oct. 12-13 snowstorm. 
     The mission is the same as the name: Re-Tree WNY is 
working on this project as a five-year plan with a goal to 
replace the approximately 30,000 trees in Western New 
York that were damaged or destroyed.  
     The project includes coordinated efforts by the city  

Public Works Department, DIG-SAFELY-NY, and Re-Tree 
WNY, along with numerous community groups such as the 
Allentown Association, other non-profit groups, and con-
cerned citizens.     
       The volunteers picked up the bare-root trees, all decidu-
ous varieties, and installed them in spots marked as eligible 
in the city’s right-of-way. The cost of the trees was picked 
up by grants from National Grid and the city.  Although the 
trees are established and have good root systems, they will 
still need to be watered on a weekly basis until winter, and 
then again from spring until fall 2009.  
        The benefits of trees are great. They help building own-
ers conserve energy, protect air and water quality, increase 
property values, make businesses more profitable, lower 
crime rates, provide acoustic and visual privacy, and provide 
the foundation for healthy and active gathering spaces for all 
creatures. We’re planning on a very substantial planting 
again this fall (2008), after the removal of more stumps and 
other obstacles. We need you to get involved! Do you know 
of a great location for a tree? Would you like to help volun-
teer to plant or water new trees? Please contact the Allen-
town Association.  

Volunteers plant nine trees, three others illegally cut down 

While great effort is being put 

forth to “retree” the city, 

someone is negating the effort. 



 Page 9 The Allentown Neighbor       Summer 2008                          The Allentown Neighbor       Summer 2008                                                                                                                      

A toast to Irma Smiltins on her 90th birthday 

is led by her son, Juris Smiltins  at a surprise 

party in her honor in the Jacobs Center, the 

former Butler Mansion.  A native of Latvia, 

she has been a Park St. resident over 40 

years. In addition to “Happy Birthday” sung 

by well wishers, the party April 12 included 

prayers and songs in Latvian. The party was 

given by Juris Smiltins and his wife, Rose-

mary.  Irma Smiltins also has two grandsons.  

     Hanging flower baskets on Allen St. and Elmwood Ave. and con-
crete planters on Allen St. are blooming and reminding us that summer 
is just around the corner.  
     Do you have a green thumb? Volunteers are needed to help keep 
concrete planters watered throughout the summer.  If you are interested 
in helping, please call Wayne Parry at 725-3655.  
     The Allentown Association's clean streets program once again is in 
full gear. Social Service workers from the Adult Learning Center are 
picking up litter on the commercial streets in the mornings Monday 
through Friday. If you see them working in their safety vests please 
thank them for helping keep Allentown clean.  
We would like to thank the large group of Social Service workers from 
the Belle Center that performed a major spring clean-up in Allentown 
in April.  
     It is important that residents and businesses clean up in front of 
their properties early in the morning, especially on weekends when 
excessive litter including broken glass from the bars and restaurants 
makes our neighborhoods unattractive and unsafe. Everyone's help in 
not littering and helping clean up will result in Allentown continuing to 
be a neighborhood where people want to live, work and enjoy the vast 
dining, entertainment and cultural options available.  

Help keep Allentown beautiful 

     A new book by Allentown photographer Michael Mul-

ley, Buffalo in Black & White, contains a collection of the 
Queen City’s most impressive buildings from the art deco 
City Hall to the Prudential or Guaranty Building, Louis 
Sullivan’ s masterpiece, in 32 pages of architectural discov-
ery. It’s available for $19..99 at College Street Gallery, 244 
Allen St.; Queen City Gallery, 617 Main St.; or 
www.lulu.coom/content/1674138… 
    Another book by an Allentowner,  Peter McNally of 
Park St., is Bette Davis, The Performances That Made Her 

Great, newly published by McFarland & Co. of Jefferson, 
N.C. and London.  It’s a critical analysis of the actress’s 
best work, concentrating on 12 great movies, and contains 
37 photos. It is available for $35 at book stores and Ama-
zon.com. The author, a retired educator, is a longtime ad-
mirer of Bette Davis...  
    Metro Polis Realty is prime corporate sponsor of the 
Allen West Festival June 14 and 15 (see page 1).  Its 

 
        An Allentown Almanac 

$5,000 contribution is a much appreciated boost to the 
Allentown Association’s major fund-raiser, Gretchan 
Grobe, event chairwoman, reports...       
    Peter Smith, a Park St. resident, is spending eight 
months in the Languedoc in the south of France. The retired 
administrator at Dartmouth and Columbia plans to finish a 
book on British actor Wilfred Lawson, (1900-1966).  
      All charges against Steven Kurtz stemming from a 
2004 seizure at his College St. home have been dismissed 
in federal District Court almost four years later. After call-
ing 911 to report his wife, Hope, had stopped breathing, 
police removed materials which prosecutors alleged were 
very dangerous.  Steven Kurtz maintained the materials 
were used in his art creations and the case drew interna-
tional attention...  
    City inspectors expect 51 Trinity Place to be restored 
after a fire March 30 which caused an estimated $100,000 

damage to the two-story house and $50,000 to contents... Damage was 
concentrated in a rear addition... 
     No weddings this summer in the Butler Mansion, now the Jacobs 
Center, at North St. and Delaware Ave. About 50 University at Buffalo 
employees are working in the landmark...      



Inside  Story Hea dli ne 
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     By Elizabeth Licata 

 
     Elizabeth Deichman, a resident of 20 North Pearl St. 
for 42 years, will be sadly missed, not only by her  
neighbors, but by friends, colleagues, and fellow volun-
teers throughout Allentown and Western New York. 
     Born Elizabeth Squire in 1928, Beth Deichman gradu-
ated in 1956 from the University of Buffalo’s  occupa-
tional therapy program’s first graduating class. She held 
the title of fellow of the American Occupational Therapy 
Association. In 1969, she co-founded Potentials Develop-
ment with colleague Mary Kirchhofer; the company they 
developed was entirely staffed by people over 50 and pro-
vided specialty publications and services to help geriatric 
workers and their clients.  
     Beth Deichman was a dedicated volunteer for a num-
ber of organizations, most notably Meals on Wheels, the 
Theodore Roosevelt Inaugural Site, Garden Walk Buffalo, 
and, of course, the Allentown Association. Her  home was 
featured in “Secrets of Allentown” on several occasions 
and was always a highlight of the house tour, as, attired in 
Victorian garb, she would personally speak to all the at-
tendees. I interviewed her about “Secrets” in 2001, and 

she commented, “I’m proud of the house and I’m pleased to 
be here in historic Allentown. People should see what it’s 
like to live in the city.” 
     Beth Deichman and her husband Henry (who died in 
1996) bought their house in 1966; they were only the third 
family to live in the house since it was built in 1865. Well-
versed in the history of her house, she handed out flyers 
every Garden Walk explaining how the structure was origi-
nally built for David Clark, a cooper (barrel maker), and de-
scribing the many additions to the house that were made dur-
ing the 19th century. 
      To her neighbors on North Pearl, Beth Deichman was a 
warm friend. An entertaining raconteur, she attended almost 
every block club event, right up to her death. In fact, just be-
fore she died, she wrote and published a book on her house, 
as seen from the unusual perspective of her cats.  
       When explaining the need for the Potentials Develop-
ment project, she said, "Health suffers greatly when love, 
useful activity, and respect are missing in anyone's life.” Cer-
tainly, those three qualities were never missing from her life 
and must in some way account for how long, healthy, and 
productive her tenure on this earth was. We will miss her. 
 

Allentown loses a grande dame, Elizabeth Deichman 

      Mary Mentro, a 50-year resident of Park St., died 
May 6 after a brief illness. A native of Oswego, she was a 
retired secretary with the state Transportation Depart-
ment.  
     The funeral was held in St. Louis Catholic Church 
where she had been a communicant since the closing of 
Immaculate Conception Church, of which  she was a 
longtime parishioner.  

         Mary Mentro, Park St. resident 
    Neighbors remember Mary Mentro fondly for her friendly 
but reserved demeanor, and for the careful attention she 
brought to her personal appearance and that of her home. She 
took care to look well turned out, even while tending her gar-
den.   
    The Allentown community extends its condolences to her 
family, especially her sisters, Yvonne Mentro and Dolores 
Morgante.  
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     The Allentown Association has applied for grant monies 
from the City of Buffalo’s 2008 Livable Communities 
Grant to help fund the installation of another “Welcome to 
Allentown” sign, similar to the ones already installed at the 
intersections of Allen and Main Sts. and Hudson St. at Ply-
mouth Ave.  
     As a prominent artery in and out of the Kleinhans, Ar-
lington Park, and Days Park neighborhoods, the northern 
end of Wadsworth Street lacks any information telling driv-
ers and pedestrians that they have entered our local and na-
tional historic district. The sign would add to the efforts of 
neighborhood beautification and act as a way finding device 
for visitors to Allentown.  
      With additional funding from Citizens Bank Founda-
tion, the city  is able to expand the program to all areas of 
the city.  “Through this collaboration, we are able to assist 
neighborhoods city-wide with beautification efforts,” said 

Mayor Byron W. Brown.  
     Multiple bids were solicited, all from Western New 
York sign companies, to craft and install the sign, featuring 
carved greetings on both sides, along with historically ap-
propriate colors and logos. If awarded grant monies, the 
installation could take place prior to the Garden Walk in 
late July. “My focus is to help bring Wadsworth Street up 
to at least the same aesthetic level as some of the other pri-
mary streets into Allentown”, said Daniel Culross, an ar-
chitect and chair of the Allentown Association's 
Wadsworth St. Beautification Committee. “The more con-
sistency we have in the city’s right-of-way along our 
streets, the better off our residential and commercial prop-
erties will be. We’ll also be targeting our Re-Tree WNY 
efforts along this section in the fall of 2008 as well,” he 
added.  
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tour distinguishes itself from other tours with its special 
attractions: a wine-tasting at the Hamlin House on Franklin 
St. , free shuttle service to houses on the tour and a deluxe 
souvenir color tour booklet featuring original artwork by 
Allentown artist Don Mayer, plus discounts at Allentown 
restaurants and retail establishments.  
     The event, which was last held in 2006, will be held 
from 11 a.m. to  5  p.m.  Tickets will cost $20 the day of 
the event and will be available pre-sale $17 starting Aug. 
15. The Allentown Association is also looking for volun-
teers to serve as docents during the tour. If you would like 
more information about the tour or are interested in serving 
as a docent, please call  the Allentown Association at 881-
1024. 

     The  self-guided Secrets of Allentown Interior Tour of 
Historic Homes will be held on Sunday, September 14, 
2008.  
     The starting point for the popular event will be at the 
Clement Mansion (Red Cross Building), 786 Delaware 
Ave.  
     In addition to the grandeur of the Clement Mansion, a 
very special house will be on the tour: the Katherine Pratt 
Horton house (Daughters of the American Revolution) in 
the Midway block of  Delaware Ave. The house has been 
preserved as it appeared at the turn of the 20th century 
when it was owned by one of Buffalo's most prominent 
City of Light-era socialites.  
     About a dozen properties will be on the tour. In addition 
to featuring some of Buffalo's finest homes, the Allentown 

Secrets of Allentown tour of homes will be Sept. 14 

Grant sought for “welcome” sign on Wadsworth St. 

     The city plans to install “pay and display” parking meters 
on Allen St. in the near future. Three solar-powerd pay 
boxes will be installed, one in each block, which will take 
credit cards or coins and issue receipts which each user is 
required to place on his or her dashboard. The three blocks 
are: north side of Allen from Delaware Ave. to Franklin St., 
north side of Allen from Delaware Ave. to Irving Place, and 
south side of Allen from Delaware Ave. to Park St. Rates 

and effective times will be unchanged.  
     Traditional meters will be removed from individual 
parking spaces, reducing clutter and maintenance costs. 
City revenue is expected to increase. The city recived a 
state grant for 88 new meters which are begin installed in 
high-volume parking areas.   
   The new meter system will be reassessed after a year for 
possible expansion.  

New “pay and display” meters going up on Allen St. 
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   The tower at First Presbyterian Church stands as a beacon 
of beauty, pride, and hope in the Allentown district. Stand-
ing one hundred sixty-three feet tall, the E.B. Green-
designed medina sandstone structure is visible from count-
less vistas around the city and even Canada. 
   Many Allentown residents noticed immediately when 
steel bands were added to the tower in 2006. The church 
reported that the bands are a temporary measure to stabilize 
the tower after it was discovered that weather had deterio-
rated sections of mortar. Since then, the governing boards 

at First Presbyterian Church have conducted a number of 
architectural and engineering studies to assess the tower. 
Short-term repairs to prevent further deterioration have 
been completed. A recent engineer’s report indicates that 
long-term repairs could cost upwards of $350,000. The 
governing boards of the church are currently considering all 
options for funding and repair, including grant sources. 
    —Christina Trachtenberg, business manager, First Pres-

byterian Church                   

 

First Church weighs tower repair options 


