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Volunteers and pros plant 46 trees, more coming

By Wayne Parry

Thanks to the Buffalo Green Fund, Re-
tree Western New York and over 50 volun-
teers, Allentown reforestation is underway.

The Allentown Association and the
Kleinhans Community Association have
been diligently planning and coordinating
tree planting and removals of stumps and
dead trees around the Allentown historic
district to help restore our losses resulting
from the devastating storm of October
2006.

With funding from the Buffalo Green
Fund and professional planting provided by
Gleason Nursery, 22 trees were planted in
the spring on Allen, Main and North Sts.
and Elmwood Ave. An additional 24 trees
have been planted
this fall on Allen St., Delaware Ave., EIm-
wood Ave. and North St.

Among the species planted were Arm-
strong maples, hedge maples, lindens and
disease-resistant hybrid elms. Plans are
being made with the Buffalo Green Fund to
plant an additional 15 to 20 trees next
spring on Delaware, Main, North and Elm-
wood.

The Buffalo Green Fund also coordi-
nated and funded the grinding of 20 stumps
and the removal of 12 large dead trees.

The Allentown Association is also working
with Art Traver, urban forester and con-
sultant to the City of Buffalo, on the re-
moval of numerous additional stumps and
large dead trees.

The effort was not without a setback. A
beautiful Norway maple, at least 20 years
old, in front of the Allen Street Hardware
Caf¢ at 245 Allen St. was cut down by the

city by mistake. Mark Goldman and I
worked with Art Traver who had the
city grind the stump and pay for the
planting of a new hedge maple.

We would like to thank Leon
Rung of Café¢ 59 for soliciting dona-
tions for the Buffalo Green Fund
from his own and other Allen St.
businesses between Franklin St. and
Delaware Aves.

Christopher Brown, president of
the Allentown Association and the
Kleinhans Community Association,
along with numerous volunteers,
planted seven trees in the spring and §
completed a fall planting of 17 addi-
tional bare-root trees which were
hand dug and planted in western
Allentown on College, Hudson, Jer-
sey, Pennsylvania St. and
Wadsworth Sts., Plymouth Ave. and
St John’s Place. These trees were
provided by Re-Tree Western New
York, the non-profit organization
that has raised over a half million 1
dollars so far, and has plans to plant
30,000 trees in western New York
over the next five years. Chris
Brown would like to thank all the
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Four new directors elected, bride and groom depart

Four new members of the Allentown Association’s
Board of Directors were elected at the Association’s an-
nual meeting after wedding bells signaled the departure of
two hard-working members of the board.

Seven board members were re-elected and Christopher
Brown has been elected to a second one-year term as
president.

Monica Pellegrino and Brian Faix stepped off the
board because they are moving to Niagara Falls after be-
ing married Nov. 3 in St. John de LaSalle Catholic Church
at Niagara Falls. The reception was at Tempo restaurant
in Allentown and the couple went to Toronto for their
honeymoon. Monica Pellegrino, an Association vice presi-
dent who served as chairperson of the Allen West Festival
for the past two years, is employed by the Richardson
Center Corp. which is revitalizing the Buffalo Psychiatric
Center tower landmark. Brian Faix, a paramedic with
Twin Ambulance, served on the board for six months and
was chairman of the Safety Awareness Committee. The
couple looked for a home in Allentown but decided to set-
tle at the Falls in a house which had been the bride’s
grandmother’s.

The new members are:

— Deborah Ellis, former Days Park Block Club presi-
dent. She is the domestic partner and business assistant of
Jamie Moses, Artvoice publisher. The couple has a daugh-
ter, Sarah, 5.

— Gina Maramag, a marketing and public-relations
representative with Hospice Buffalo who lives on N. Pearl
St.

— LaVerne Peakes, a graduate student in urban plan-
ning at the University at Buffalo who lives on Days Park.

— Matt Moscati, an architect with TRM Architect who
lives on N. Pearl St. He is a former director returning to the
board.

Re-elected to the board are: Melissa Dayton, Sarah
Gilewicz, Ed Hogle, Holly Holdaway, Elizabeth Licata, Tim
Riordan and Matthew Ryan. Board members are elected to
a two-year term.

Wayne Parry and Lura Bechtel were elected vice presi-
dents. Gina Maramag was elected secretary. Anthony Arm-
strong was re-elected treasurer.

About 50 persons attended the annual meeting Oct. 16 in
Karpeles Manuscript Library Museum North Hall.

Among retiring board members, Peter Grine was given a
metallic rendition of the Allentown “A” in gratitude for four
years of service, in nearly all aspects of the Association’s
activities such as heading salvage efforts and managing cir-
culation of The Allentown Neighbor.

The slate was presented by Holly Holdaway, Nominat-
ing Committee chairperson. New officers were elected by
the board on Nov. 13.

Beautification efforts during the year included hanging
flower baskets, concrete planters, and a clean-streets pro-
gram, Liz Licata and Wayne Parry reported. The clean-up is
being conducted in cooperation with the Adult Learning
Center by social-service recipients who clean up litter on
Allen and Main Sts. and Elmwood and Delaware Aves. for
up to three hours each week-day.

The Association is looking for a replacement for the pre-
sent office at 14 Allen St. because the Preservation Coali-
tion, which shares the space, is closing its office, Chris
Brown reported. Since then, the Preservation Coalition has
decided to stay on, at least for the time being, he said later.
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TR site to close for a year for major improvements

The Theodore Roosevelt Inaugural Site will close for
public tours in January for about a year to begin a $2.2
million expansion and reconstruction. The national his-
toric site, also known as the Wilcox Mansion, is Allen-
town’s most historic structure.

The project will include construction of a two-story
structure, with basement, on the foundation of the long-
demolished carriage house just northeast of the mansion.
The new building will house an admission area, gift
shop, handicapped accessible rest rooms and an elevator
serving both it and the mansion. The second floor will
provide space for lectures, meetings and an expanded
educational program. A connector between the mansion
and the new building on each floor will be enclosed in
smoked glass.

“It will provide more space for exhibits, which will

be more engaging and more interactive,” said Molly Quack-
enbush, executive director.

Work on the mansion itself will include repainting inside
and out, a fire suppression system, a new roof, and upgrades
to the electrical and heating, ventilation and air conditioning
systems.

The plans have been approved by the National Parks Ser-
vice, the State Historic Preservation Office and the Buffalo
Preservation Board. Already, 90 percent of the project cost
has been raised in federal funds and private donations.

The Greek Revival mansion will remain open for public
visits through Dec. 30, resplendent in traditional Victorian
Christmas decorations. The gift shop will have a clearance
sale from Dec. 15 to 30. The site will be closed Dec. 24, 25
and 31.

Saving Bosche Building facade “at standstill”

The Bosche Building at 918-920 Main St. remains
perilously close to collapse while the city dickers over
having an engineering study done which might enable the
facade to be saved.

“It’s at a standstill,” said Christopher Brown, Allen-
town Association president, who has been trying to get
the city — owner of the building — to save the facade
before winter weather makes it impossible.

The building is part of the 19th-century streetscape on
the west side of Main St., between Allen and Virginia
Sts., bordering the Buffalo-Niagara Medical Campus.

In other preservation news:

—Daniel Culross, chairman for the Wadsworth St.
improvement project, reports some progress with a meet-
ing with city officials being planned, with the aim of con-
firming cost estimates and funding sources. The project is
to include traffoc calming, street lighting, curb, sidewalks
and landscaping improvements.

— Opverruling the city Preservation Board, the Com-
mon Council authorized a driveway at 47 Orton Place.
Several neighbors had objected to the proposal.

— For the Williams House at 249 North St., the city
Preservation Board has authorized a new parking site for
eight vehicles with new driveway and walkway, a
wooden fence on the west lot line, restoration of the exte-

rior, and front porch and window repairs. The house is being
renovated as apartments.

— 288 Hudson St. is undergoing renovation by an owner
who bought it from the city at auction for $10,500.

— 318 Hudson
St. was purchased $
at auction from the
city for $20,00 by
Beeville West LLC, identified as owner of derelict proper-
ties on the West Side and the Fruit Belt. The Kleinhans
Community Association is asking the city to closely monitor
318 to ensure proper code enforcement.

—The city Preservation Board denied a request to permit
a five-space parking area in a vacant lot at 390 Hudson St.
for parking for volunteers at Friends of the Night People.

— Rick Sasala, owner of Spirits of Allentown, is asking
the city to demolish 7 Wadsworth, a privately-owned prop-
erty that has collapsed, so that he can construct a parking lot.
Chris Brown said the Association is, in principle, opposed to
parking lots (especially when a building must be demolished
to create one), in this case, it may be warranted due to the
commercialization of that section of Allen St. and the state
of decay of the building. The Association would want the lot
to have design/landscaping elements to help soften the ap-
pearance from the street, he added.
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Parking 1s now easier on lower Park St.

By W. Morgan Smith

With the help of Council Member Brian Davis of the
Ellicott District and the city's Department of Public Works,
Parks and Streets, the residents of lower Park Street have
won a small, but significant, change in parking regulations.

One of the topics discussed at the annual lower Park
Street Picnic in August was how frustrating the existing on-
street parking regulations were. Cars had to be moved
from one side of the street to the other at 4 p.m. on
Wednesdays and Sundays, meaning that anyone who left
their car on the street when they went to work or school on
Wednesday faced a ticket before they got home at 5.

Within a few days of the picnic, Council Member
Davis was contacted to see if he would support the resi-
dents in efforts to change the regulations to allow for a 6
p-m. switch. His answer was a resounding, "yes", and in
short order the signatures of residents, both home owners
and renters, were being collected on a petition. Everyone
who was asked supported the change and soon there were
49 signatures representing a majority of the residences on
the street.

Council Member Davis introduced the proposed
changes at a Common Council meeting in September
where they were referred to committee. Meanwhile the pe-
tition with supporting signatures was filed with the city
clerk. The Public Works Department reviewed the pro-
posal and drafted the necessary changes to the actual
parking regulation, which were returned to the council for
final approval. With that approval in hand, Public Works

TREES, continued from Page 1

Help is still needed to continue the reforestation efforts
which one day will bring Allentown’s tree canopy back to
its glory days. Residents, businesses or block clubs who are
interested in halving trees planted on city property between
the curb and the sidewalks should contact Wayne Parry at
wnparry@adelphia.net or phone 883-0464.

The Allentown Association will coordinate with Re-Tree
Western New York and the city to plan spring plantings.
Interested parties will be responsible for weekly watering of
any new plantings during spring and summer for at least the
first year. The spring planting dates are scheduled for April
25 (Arbor Day), April 26, May 3 and May. Tree ordering
will most likely take place in February or early March, so
please contact us as soon as possible.

These plantings are bare-root trees and are performed by

was able to fabricate and put up the signs. When in-
stallation occurred in mid-November, residents were
pleasantly surprised to learn that in addition to chang-
ing the switching time to 6 p.m., the days had also been
changed, from Wednesday and Sunday to Thursday
and Monday. This change means that residents don't
have to worry about moving their cars on the weekend,
and can sit comfortably in front of the Bills game — at
home or at any of the neighborhood establishments —
without having to worry about finding an orange enve-
lope on their windshield at the end of the game.

The change to a 6 p.m. switching time enables resi-
dents to make the most of Allentown's proximity to the
employment and educational opportunities of down-
town and the Buffalo Niagara Medical Campus, by
leaving their cars at home and walking or biking to
their downtown destination without having to rush
home to move the car at least once a week.

Park St.’s success in improving its parking restric-
tions shows the way to accomplish similar changes
on other Allentown streets: collect signatures on a peti-
tion, then work with the district council member and
the city Public Works Department.

W. Morgan Smith , a former Allentown Association
vice president, was instrumental in circulating peti-
tions and obtaining support in City Hall for the park-
ing change.

volunteers, so please consider joining us, as at least 2 vol-
unteers per tree are required. Re-Tree Western NY has
scheduled two dates for planting training sessions, March
27 or March 29.

Individuals can also request trees from the City of
Buffalo through the Mayor’s Call and Resolution Center
online or by calling 851-4890.

Larger trees, professionally planted, can be ordered
with matching funds from the Buffalo Green Fund.

If you cannot volunteer but would still like to partici-
pate, please consider a donation to either the Buffalo
Green Fund Inc., 11 Mayfair Lane, Buffalo, NY 14201 or
Re-Tree Western New York at Re-TreeWNYork.org.
Funding is critical for the viability of these important
non-profit organizations.

Wayne Parry is first vice president of the Allentown
Association and chairman of the Trees Committee.
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"T1s the season for...(pick your preference)

By Matthew Ryan

I haven’t seen the inside of the gym for a solid three
weeks now. This can only mean we are in the midst of the
holiday season. If you, too, look to celebrate, here are a
couple of shops you might visit:

—Spirits of Allentown , corner of Allen and
Wadsworth. Yes, your good old liquor store. This time of
year [ keep a case of red and a case of white in the trunk of
my car along with shiny bottle-sized gift bags. Hey, with
so many parties, this guarantees you’ll never be caught
unprepared. (Due credit: [ stole this idea from popular so-
cialite Tony Merlino.) If you are a wine buff or just start-
ing to appreciate, stop in to see Rick Sasala He is always
great at pointing you to the right bottle. They also stock
plenty of Irish whiskey if you will be attending the “Ryan
Family Christmas party.”

— Sweet Tooth , corner of Allen and ElImwood. If
you’re going to let the belt out a bit, there is no better place
to start. Renée Newton always has a wide range of treats

available. From sponge candy and cakes to chocolates and
cookies, you will find whatever sweets you crave. So, if you
are big enough to admit that nobody likes your burnt Santa
cut-out cookies, here is your solution. Over 60 cakes can be
ordered and ready with two days notice. If you are running
last minute, like me, there .

are typically a number of B usIness N ews
cakes on hand ready to

go. For the season, Sweet

Tooth will also have holiday cookies available by the tray
and the traditional Yule log. For advance orders call 884-
2520.

I hope I’ve convinced you to join me in a season of un-
restrained festivity. These fine Allentown establishments
will certainly be happy to accommodate. To keep the scales
balanced, next issue we’ll visit the gyms of Allentown. Un-
til then, enjoy your holiday to the fullest.

Matthew Ryan, our resident bon vivant, is chairman of
the Allentown Association’s Business Relations Committee.

New shops offer pet care, jewelry and art

New businesses on Allen St.:

" 260 Allen St. at Wadsworth St.,
offers dog and cat grooming and day care for dogs. Penny
Lanich has 20 years experience and moved the business
from Niagara St. where she had been in operation for four
years. Assisting is Jen DelJesus. Hours 7:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Monday through Friday, 9 to 5, Saturlday. Call 883-9360.

% , 65 Allen St. Near Franklin St., owned and
operated by Barbara Hart, who features her handmade jew-
elry and exhibits of contemporary art. Open Tuesday
through Saturday from 10:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. 563-8337,
wwwstudiohart.com.

A deli is being proposed for the space previously occu-
pied by DVD Dot, near the corner of North and Allen Sts.
Although not within Allentown, “this is a crucial corner,”
says former Allentown Association President Gretchen
Grobe. “Not only is it an entranceway to Allentown but it is
also a block that could go either way. The right business at
that location could be could be a major positive on the
overall outlook”.

If you would like to voice your opinion e-mail Matthew
Ryan, Business Relations Chair, matthew.ryan@allentown.
org.
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Calendar of Events

& "203 Allen St. Theater of Youth presents “The Best Christmas Pageant Ever” for all ages Dec. 14 at 7
p.m., Dec. 15 and 2 and 5:30 p.m., Dec. 16 at 2 p.m. “The Secret Garden” for ages 7 and up opens Jan. 18 at 7 p.m., continues
Jan. 19, 20, 26,27 and Feb. 2, 3, 9 and 10 at 2 p.m. and Feb. 8 at 7 p.m. For information and tickets, call 884-4400.
" 14 Allen St., Board of Directors meets Dec. 18, Jan. 15, Feb. 19, 7 p.m. For information
call 881 1024 or email allentown@bfn org.
"1 Linwood Ave., Tuesday to Friday, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m., Saturday, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 13th annual
Artful Gifts exhibition; Jan. 8 to Feb. 1, “My Best Work,” Western New York Artists’ Group members exhibit their choices of
their own works. Feb. 8 to March 14, 12th annual juried exhibitions of members’ work, traditional. For information call 885-
2251.
C ) , 370 Virginia St. at Cottage St. photography by Valerie Dunn, through Jan. 6. Prints by Jeff Sherven,
Jan. 7 to March 2.
" 78 Allen St. Photography by Gene Witkowski and Sharon Kalstek, pottery by Sally Danforth,
through Dec. 31. Paintings by Donna Fierle and photography by Toni Pepe, Jan.11 through Feb. 29. For information, 884-
1777.
" 244 Allen St., Wednesday, 6 to 8 p.m., Thursday, 5 to 8 p.m.; Friday, 4 to 8 p.m. New works by
Mary Bagley, exhibition of small paintings, through Jan. 6; “Artvoice Still Life,” exhibition of photography by Artvoice con-
tributors, Jan. 10 to Feb. 3, opening reception Jan. 18, 7 to 9 p.m. For information call 882-9727.

* + , 91 Allen St., Thursday through Saturday, noon to 5. For information call 884-9693.

, , Symphony Circle, , Main and Edward Sts., and ) * -

, Church and Franklin Sts., free guided tours of the three churches Jan. 12 and Feb. 9, beginning at St. Paul’s
at 10 a.m., transportation not provided.

- + + m, 220 North St., Tuesdays through Sundays, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. “Letters from the
Pen,” documents by famous and infamous prisoners, through December. For further information call 886-3656.

- , holiday social, Dec. 20, p.m., First Presbyterian Church; monthly meeting, Jan. 19,
10:15 a.m., 42 Plymouth Ave., Heart of the City Neighborhoods.

+ % " Buffalo Philharmonic Orchestra classical concerts, A Classical Christmas, Dec. 14, 10:30 a.m.,
Dec. 15 8 p.m., Mozart to Bruckner, Jan. 26, 8 p.m. Jan. 27, 2:30 p.m. Dvorak’s Cello Concerto, Feb. 16, 8 p.m., Feb. 17, 2: 30
p-m. An Evemng with Sir James Galway, Feb. 23, 8 p.m. Pops series, Maureen McGovern My Romance — A Valentlne Spe-
cial, Feb. 9, 8 p.m. For tickets and information, call 885-5000.
, Hotel Lenox, 140 North St. “Natura,” photography by Alida Fish, Paul Lange, Jeannie
Pearce and Stuart Rome, curated by John Pfahl, their former professor at Rochester Institute of Technology, through Jan. 15 .
Tuesday through Friday, 10 to 5; Sunday, Monday, by appointment. For information call 882-5777.

/7 (C (C " 202 Allen St. Morphine Heart Theater presents “Axeman’s Jazz,” Jan, 10, 11, 12, 18, 19, 24, 25, 26., 8
p.m. Just Buffalo Small Press poetry series, Jan. 20, Feb. 17, 7 p.m. Play, call for details, Feb. 1,2, 8, 9, 8 p.m. Town and
Gown neighborhood poetry party with Jaye Bartell, Margaret Konkol, John Markle, Shane Meyer, Brian Mornau, and Ekrem
Serdak, Feb. 28, 7 p.m. Closed Jan. 1-7. For information call 885-9535.

% " 65 Allen St. Works by Georgia Trimper, Priscilla Bowen, Pragna Wood and Thomas Annear, through Dec.
29. Tuesday through Saturday, 10:30 to 2. For information, 536-8337.

& / $ 0 1+ 2" 641 Delaware Ave., Monday to Friday 9 to 5, Saturday, Sunday,

noon to 5 p.m. through Dec. 31. Closing in in January for reconstruction. See page 3. For information call 884-0095.
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600 attend “Haunted Allen”

I’.

¥

By Christopher Brown

s d 4 ST ¥
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The Allentown Association's first-ever "Haunted
Allentown" event was a big success for both Allentown
and the Association, held Saturday Oct. 20 just in time
for the Halloween Season.

A dozen sites that have supernatural folklore associ-
ated with them were staffed by volunteers from Mason
Winfield's Haunted History Ghostwalks, which partnered
with the Association on the event.

Over 600 people attended the event, with headquar-
ters at the Hamlin House. Two guided architectural
walking tours were given: one on Irving Place/Park
Street and the other at Symphony Circle. Volunteers
from the Theodore Roosevelt Inaugural Site and archi-
tectural historian and author Martin Wachadlo led the

walking tours, with nearly 200 people learning more % 3+ 4 567

about Allentown's history and architecture. 8 "95:;" ) -
The Association produced a color booklet entitled < "( ( "=>5 -

The Streets of Allentown, with pictures and descriptions $ "9?:0/ , 4 * "A>

of every street that is part of the Allentown Historic "9:;0 C = "

Preservation District. The Association also sponsored an 7A $ "

Allentown "Spookiest House" contest that got much of ) o

tthe Allentown neighborhood engaged in the event. The event raised funds for t.he Allentown Assoc1at}qn,

Those attending also were eligible to receive discounts at engaged the entire community, brought over 600 visitors

neighborhood restaurants and retail establishments. to the district to learn more about its architecture and ex-

Elizabeth Licata chaired a wine-tasting component of the peri.e.nce its restaurants and people left happy, having a
event with wines, appropriate for the event, donated by ~ Positive experience in Allentown. As an added bengﬁt,
liquor distributors through from Spirits of Allentown.  the booklet that was produced as part of the event will be

Participants said that they enjoyed walking around distributed at local hotels and visitor centers so people can
Allentown and hearing the haunted stories of some of lgam more about the Allentown neighborhood when they
Allentown's oldest houses. visit Buffalo.

The Allentown Neighbor

Editor: Pete Carroll, e-mail bonjoura@localnet.com

Officers of the Allentown Association, Inc.

President: Christopher Brown Melissa Dayton Office manager:
Vice presidents: Wayne Parry, Deborah Ellis Andrew Eisenhardt
Lura Bechtel Sarah Gilewicz
Secretary: Gina Maramag Ed Hogle
Treasurer: Anthony Armstrong Holly Holdaway
Elizabeth Licata
Directors: LaVerne Peakes
Eric Arzola Tim Riordan

Lura Bechtel Matthew Ryan
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An AI I e ntown AI m an aC habitation until the violations are remedied. Fire inspectors

found gasoline stored on the premises after a small dog was

C / , the architectural salvage organization  and killed at an opening at the door by two labradors.
which the Allentown Association was instrumental in & , which opened in Allentown
forming, has moved to new and larger quarters at 298 in 2001, has announced plans to move its kindergarten-
Northampton St. between Masten and Jefferson Aves. New through-eighth-grade classes from 40 North St. by 2009. It
hours are Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m... is purchasing a building on Great Arrow Drive which it

New officers of the ® ( are: presi- plans to renovate and expand...
dent, " + ; vice president, + % Holiday thanks to - and other
treasurer, + % ;secretary, " volunteers who helped decorate Allen St. with Christmas

After violations of the city fire and building codes were wreaths.
found at 15 Allen St., the properly was condemned for

ALLENTOWN ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Please select a membership level:
Name fra e
[0 Benefactor $1,000
O Patron $500 i e
O Contributing $250
DO Sustaining $100 Fhohe ey R e
O Business $50
O Family $40 E-mail
O Individual $35 If business, name of manager
O Student/Senior  $20 T
o Agensrous it 5__ S e e
OPTIONAL VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES (Please check the committee of interest to you): ‘
O Allen West Festival O Secrets of Allentown tour of homes O Hot Dog Stand ‘
O Beautification O Crime Reduction O Volunteer Office Staff
| O Membership/PR O Fundraising O Board of Directors ‘

The purpose of the Allentown Association, Inc. is to serve its community. It does that through efforts to beautify the :
neighborhood; to encourage historic preservation and property maintenance; to promote appropriate business
development; to fight crime, and to protect and enhance Allentown’s unique urban ambiance.
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14 Allen Street U.S. POSTAGE

Buffalo, New York 14202 PAID

Visit us on the web: www.allentown.org BUFFALO, N.Y.
PERMIT NO. 266




