
By Chris to pher N. Brown 
 
Af ter the Civil War, Vic to rian-era Buffalonians built large

man sions in brick and stone with dis tinc tive ar chi tec tural fea -
tures such as deep-set eaves, cu po las, arched win dows and
carved wood work that showcased the tech nol ogy of the Gilded
Age and the wealth of their own ers. As the de cades went by, the
proud crafts man ship and or na men ta tion that was the sig na ture
fea ture of these homes be gan to wear with age and went out of
fash ion. By the mid-twen ti eth cen tury, Vic to rian man sions be -
came thought of as the quint es sen tial haunted house, thanks in
large part to the car toons of Charles Addams in the New Yorker
mag a zine, Shir ley Jack son’s 1959 novel The Haunt ing of Hill
House, and of course, Al fred Hitch cock’s 1960 movie Psy cho. 

Be sides the me dia’s as so ci a tion of Vic to rian ar chi tec ture
with haunted houses, there’s good rea son why the Vic to rian era
is as so ci ated with Hal low een. Queen Vic to ria was in mourn ing
for de cades and death was highly ro man ti cized. Some of Al len -
town’s res i dents were erect ing some of the most elab o rate mon u -
ments in For est Lawn cem e tery. It was the age of spir i tu al ists and 
clair voy ants. The par lor, the most for mal room to be found in a
Vic to rian home, of ten per formed dou ble duty - be sides host ing
for mal events, it was also used for wakes and fu ner als. Many of
Al len town’s homes still have their orig i nal dou ble “cas ket
doors,” so called be cause they could be opened wide to al low for
cas kets to be moved in and out of the home. Many of Al len -
town’s larger man sions were con verted to fu neral homes af ter
the turn of the twen ti eth cen tury. Last but cer tainly not least, sev -
eral of Al len town’s most beau ti ful streets were built on top of
for mer cem e ter ies. 

The Al len town As so ci a tion will be cap i tal iz ing on these con -
nec tions to its Vic to rian Hal low een past by spon sor ing its first
ever “Haunted Al len town,” Sat ur day, Oct. 20, fea tur ing many
dif fer ent ac tiv i ties to keep those at tend ing en ter tained. Working
with noted au thor and para nor mal ex pert Ma son Winfield, event
par tic i pants will be en cour aged to wel come the Hal low een sea -
son with an Oc to ber visit to Buf falo’s Al len town neigh bor hood.
Al len town’s Vic to rian-era homes are au then ti cally spooky, with 

soar ing chim neys, glar ing gar goyles, and witch’s hat tur rets. The 
many events will in clude an event head quar ters at the “Haunted” 
Hamlin House, 432 Frank lin St. (be tween Vir ginia & Al len Sts.)
where wine tast ing, warm ci der, do nuts, live mu sic and more
await, in clud ing the op por tu nity to have a read ing by some of the
area’s top psy chics in clud ing Cas san dra Joan (read ings not in -
cluded in event ticket price). 

The event’s big at trac tion will be its self-guided Haunted
Walking Tours. Thir teen sites in Al len town will have guides to
tell event par tic i pants about each site’s haunted his tory. Many of
the sites will be in te rior tours, while some will be “porch” tours
only. 

Para nor mal lec tures will be held each hour with top ics such
as “Ghosthunting,” given by the Ghosthunters of Rolling Hills,
“Buf falo’s Haunted Ar chi tec ture,” given by Ma son Winfield,
and “Hal low een and Psy chic Com mu ni ca tion,” given by El len
Bourn, pres i dent of the Lily Dale As so ci a tion. 

Tickets for en tire “Haunted Al len town” event are avail able
now. Tickets are a bar gain at only $10 (pre-sale) or $13 (day of
event, with a $2 dis count for chil dren un der 12 or Al len town As -
so ci a tion mem bers on the day of the event only). Tickets may be
pur chased in ad vance at Pos i tively Main Street 773 Elmwood
Ave.; Quaker Bon net Eat ery, 175 Al len St.; Steel Crazy, Al len
St. at Elmwood Ave., by mail at the Al len town As so ci a tion, or
on line at www.tick ets.com or in per son at Tickets.com out lets in
all Tops Friendly Mar kets lo ca tions (ad di tional con ve nience fee
ap plies). 

On the day of the event, tick ets may be pur chased at the
Hamlin House, 432 Frank lin St. 

 Please turn to next page 

“Haunted Al len town,” a full bill of fun events 
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The Al len town As so ci a tion will hold its an nual meet ing Tues day, Oct. 16, at 7 p.m. in 
the Karpeles Manu script Li brary Mu seum North Hall, 220 North St. at Elmwood Ave. 

 Board mem bers will be elected and re ports will be pre sented on the As so ci a tion’s ac -
tiv i ties for the past and com ing years. Light re fresh ments will be pro vided. Mem bers are
ad vised to walk to the meet ing if pos si ble, be cause park ing is scarce. 
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The Al len town As so ci a tion is re ceiv ing ap pli ca tions for
grants to min i mize the in tru sive ap pear ance of gas me ters in -
stalled be tween the façade and the curb of prop er ties in his toric
pres er va tion dis tricts. 

If a gas me ter has been in stalled on your prop erty, be tween
the façade and the curb, you may qual ify for a max i mum grant of
$200 for a sin gle-fam ily house or $400 for a two-to-four res i -
dence struc ture with mul ti ple gas me ters. A match ing grant is
avail able for in come-pro duc ing prop er ties not owner-oc cu pied,
with an al lo ca tion of $50 per me ter and a max i mum of $500. 

Ap pli ca tion forms maybe ob tained by con tact ing the Al len -
town As so ci a tion at 14 Al len St., Buf falo 14202, email ad dress
al len town@bfn.org, or tele phon ing (716) 881-1024,.

The grants will be made from a $25,000 con tri bu tion from
the Na tional Fuel Gas Co. Foun da tion and must be used to mit i -
gate the in tru sion of gas me ters in front of struc tures by such
meth ods as paint ing the me ters to blend in with the struc ture, by
screen ing with ev er green shrub bery, or by other means to cam -
ou flage the in tru sive equip ment. 

The grants are avail able to own ers of prop erty in any his toric
pres er va tion dis trict in Buf falo, not just Al len town.. The Al len -
town As so ci a tion is ad min is ter ing the pro gram un der an agree -
ment with Na tional Fuel. 

Na tional Fuel is re plac ing cen tury-old, low-pres sure gas
lines with me dium-pres sure lines and main tains that safety con -
sid er ations re quire me ters to be moved from base ments to the ex -
te rior. Out side me ters are be ing in stalled on the sides of houses
in cases where the com pany finds the side lo ca tion suit able. But
the me ter must be placed in front if houses are hemmed in by

neigh bor ing struc tures or drive ways which make it un safe to lo -
cate a me ter on the side, the gas com pany in sists. The grants are
avail able only for prop er ties where me ters are placed in front of a 
struc ture, or in case of a cor ner build ing, on the side be tween the
struc ture and the curb. 

Na tional Fuel has in stalled new me ters at 643 build ings in
pres er va tion dis tricts since 2000, and 246 of these were in stalled
in the front of build ings. New out side me ters are needed for
1,546 houses in preservations dis tricts and about 50 will be in -
stalled in the next year or so, the com pany says. 

Home owners may choose be tween two types of grants:
 — Do-it-your self Re im burs able Grant. You do all the work

your self and sub mit re ceipts and a pho to graph of the com pleted
work. This op tion al lows you to ob tain the max i mum amount of
ma te ri als for the beau ti fi ca tion pro ject and al lows you to ob tain
ma te ri als from the source of your choice.

 — Ur ban Roots Land scaping Ser vice Grant. The Al len town
As so ci a tion is part ner ing with Ur ban Roots Com mu nity Gar den
Cen ter, 428 Rhode Is land St., (716-362-8982m urbanroots.org),
Ur ban Roots will work with you to choose plants that will work
well in your sit u a tion. They will in stall the plants for you at a flat
rate that must be in cluded in your ap pli ca tion. 

Ap pli cants must ad here to tech ni cal guide lines set by Na -
tional Fuel which en sure ac cess to the me ters. The guide lines are
post on the website www.al len town.org.

Ap pli ca tions ready to mit i gate gas me ters

En ter the Spookiest House Con test Oct. 20, con tin ued from front page
 The Al len town As so ci a tion will also be cre at ing a beau ti ful book let called The Streets of Al len town that will give a brief de scrip tion of

ev ery street in the Al len town His toric Dis trict and some of the no ta ble his toric and ar chi tec tur ally sig nif i cant homes found on each street.
In cluded will also be loads of color pho to graphs cel e brat ing Al len town’s ex cep tional ar chi tec ture. The book lets will be used dur ing one of
two guided walk ing tours given dur ing the event. The first, at 2 p.m. will be a stroll along pic tur esque Irving Place and Park St. where tour
par tic i pants will see some of Al len town’s most in ter est ing streets and dis cover which homes on Irving Place were built on top of a for mer
cem e tery! At 5 p.m., a sec ond guided walk ing tour will be given that will high light the Sym phony Cir cle and Days Park sec tions of Al len -
town. Tour par tic i pants will ex plore the west ern edge of Al len town with its his toric pocket parks filled with trees in their full au tumn splen -
dor and learn about the lo ca tion of the Old Black Rock Vil lage cem e tery, where some bod ies re main to this day! 

If all this is not enough, there is more! Ed Hogel will be host ing the “Steel Crazy” Haunted Court yard on Al len Street at Elmwood Av e -
nue. The Al len town As so ci a tion is also work ing with Al len town mer chants to al low tour par tic i pants to have free or dis counted ac cess to
other Al len town at trac tions in clud ing res tau rants and re tail stores. 

The Al len town As so ci a tion is en cour ag ing the en tire Al len town neigh bor hood to get in the “spirit” by spon sor ing Al len town’s
Spookiest House Con test. Allentowners are be ing asked to dec o rate their house for Hal low een and make it look as spooky as they can!
Houses will be judged by the As so ci a tion’s beau ti fi ca tion com mit tee and win ners an nounced on Oct. 20 at 4:30 p.m. in the Hamlin House,
432 Frank lin St., but a res i dent must sub mit an ap pli ca tion to be con sid ered. Prizes are: first prize, $150; sec ond prize, $75; and third prize,
$50. There is no cost to en ter; ap pli ca tions are avail able on the As so ci a tion’s website at www.al len town.org or by call ing the As so ci a tion’s
of fices at (716) 881-1024. 

 For those who would like to vol un teer to help with the event, the As so ci a tion needs peo ple to help dis trib ute pro mo tional post ers, dec o -
rate the Hamlin House, work at the Hamlin House dur ing the event and work as tour guides. If you are in ter ested in vol un teer ing, please call 
the As so ci a tion’s of fices at 881-1024 or send an email to al len town@bfn.org. 

 The Al len town As so ci a tion be lieves this will be a fun and unique event that will help to show case Al len town in a way that’s never been
done be fore as well as rais ing much-needed funds for the As so ci a tion’s con tin u ing op er a tions.
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By Dan iel Culross

 The Wadsworth St. im prove ment pro ject, which seeks to im -
prove the aes thet ics of the pub lic right of way of Wadsworth St.
from Sym phony Cir cle south to Al len St., has been in the de sign
and dis cus sion stages for over a year and a half. 

Now en coun ter ing the third new city com mis sioner of pub lic 
works since the pro ject was first crafted by con cerned busi ness
own ers and res i dents of the im me di ate vi cin ity, the pro ject is still 
alive. As of Sept. 21, af ter sev eral phone mes sages and one
in-per son meet ing be tween my self and new Pub lic Works Com -
mis sioner Steve Stepniak, it ap pears there is n’t a clear time ta ble
yet for when the im prove ments will be gin.

Com mis sioner Stepniak, who has been in of fice for only a
few weeks, would nei ther con firm nor deny the pro ject get ting
fund ing or ever leav ing the de sign stages. The pro ject, which
would ren o vate the en tire pub lic right of way, in cludes new sign -
age, street re-sur fac ing, new curb and gut ters, side walks, his tor i -
cally cor rect pe des trian scaled light ing and street “fur ni ture,”

traf fic calm ing de vices, as well as trees and as so ci ated land scap -
ing im prove ments. 

 To his de fense, Stepniak has in her ited a myr iad of other pro -
jects al ready “in the pipe line,” and he has to fin ish up the city’s
tree-plant ing ef forts started by pre vi ous com mis sion ers. He has
been in formed of both the mo men tum cur rently cre ated in the
neigh bor hood from mil lions of dol lars in pri vate in vest ments,
and the im por tance of the cor ri dor as a gate way into the Al len -
town His toric Dis trict. Com mis sioner Stepniak will be pro vid -
ing an up date af ter an in ter de part men tal meet ing. 

Ellicott Dis trict Coun cil mem ber Brian C. Da vis has sup -
ported the pro ject orally, but no writ ten state ments, fi nan cial, or
phys i cal ev i dence of the pro ject’s start could be seen. “Some of
the City’s high est pri or ity pro jects in volve some sort of out side
fed eral fund ing, mak ing the chances of the Wadsworth St. pro -
ject hap pen ing this year less than fa vor able,” said Com mis sioner 
Stepniak, add ing, “that’s not to say it can’t get started this year.”
As the new Com mis sioner gets more up to speed with the pro -
ject, an other up date will fol low soon. 

Dan iel Curloss is an Al len town res i dent and chair man of the
Al len town As so ci a tion’s Wadsworth St. Com mit tee.

Wadsworth St. plans on hold, new com mis sioner says
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More than 40 Allentowners took a tour of  high lights of the city’s ar chi tec tural her i tage on Sept. 5 in an open-air bus op er ated
by the Cam paign for Greater Buf falo. Gretchan Grobe, stand ing, left, a for mer Al len town As so ci a tion pres i dent, ar ranged the
tour. Photo by Pete Carroll.



The Bosche Build ing at 918-920 Main St. is aban doned and
about to col lapse. 

The Al len town As so ci a tion and the city Pres er va tion Board
are try ing to get the city, which owns the build ing, to save the
façade.

The build ing is a ma jor com po nent of the block on Main St.’s 
west side be tween Al len and Vir ginia Sts. At the east ern edge of
Al len town bor der ing the new, ex pand ing Buf falo-Ni ag ara Med -
i cal Cam pus. 

A ma jor col lapse of the roof and in te rior oc curred in Au gust
and work must be done be fore win ter if the façade is to be saved.

An other prob lem is the ad ja cent build ing at 916, which
shares a wall with 918. 

The block is one of the last re main ing in tact 19th-cen tury
blocks of three-to-four-story con tig u ous build ings that dis play
what much of down town Buf falo looked like in the mid-to-late
1800s. The re cent pres er va tion and ex pan sion of the Gran ite
Works has done much to en hance the block’s streetscape. 

The Bosche Brothers Car riage Co. be gan about 1883 and
moved its of fices and dis play rooms to this lo ca tion in 1891, with 
its fac tory re main ing at 168-170 Ellicott St. For a time the com -
pany pro duced au to mo bile bod ies for the Thomas Mo tor Co. A
1907 Thomas Flyer built in Buf falo won an around-thee-world
race in 1908. Thomas closed in 1912 and Bosche closed in 1914. 

In a de vel op ment in the same block, Zeptometrix has re -
ceived Pres er va tion Board per mis sion to re place a tree with
hand i capped park ing space in the rear of its prop erty at 872-878
Main St. 

In other preservations news:
 —543 Frank lin St., per haps the fin est ex am ple of Greek Re -

vival ar chi tec ture in Buf falo has been pur chased and is be ing

ren o vated by James Lombardo of New York City. He is seek ing
Pres er va tion Board per mis sion for win dow re place ments. This
is the first build ing erected on the site af ter the raz ing of the
Poinsett Bar racks and the ex ten sion of Frank lin St. 

—The Pres er va tion Board per mit ted in stal la tion of a sec -
ond-floor porch at 164 Ed ward St. The owner, Miroslaw
Chmiola, said he is ren o vat ing the co lo nial-re vival house and the 
porch would make the sec ond-floor apart ment eas ier to rent. The 
house is next to 172 Ed ward St., once the res i dence of Fran ces
Folsom, who mar ried Pres i dent Grover Cleve land in the White
House. 

City urged to save Main St. façade be fore col lapse
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The Bosche Build ing, right, and 916 Main St., left.  Photo
by An thony Armstrong. 

499 Frank lin Street 
Buf falo, NY 14202

Tim Riordan
Lic ensedS alesp ers on

Repr es enti ng
Buy ers &
Sell ers

Li quor and Wine
10:30 am till mid night

Tap Room
fea tur ing all Home Town Brews

Growl ers to Go
Wine Bar

fea tur ing sched uled Wine Tast ings,
Take-out food & beer

Ca ter ing up to 60 peo ple

Open Mon.-Sat. 10:30 am - mid night
Sunday noon-9 pm

257 Allen Street, Buf falo
DEL IVE RY AVAILA BLE8 84-4357

Fax Or ders 884-4574

off ice: 716.881.1200
dir ectd ial: 716.961.7659
fax: 716.881.1667
mob ile: 716.228.1050

triordan@polisrealty.com

538d ela w area ve n ue l  buf falo
716.884.8100

www.allentownathletix.com
Cardio Room * Cir cuit Train ing

Free Weights * Rac quet ball & Squash Courts
Per sonal Train ing * Sau nas & Ja cuzzi

All classes FREE with Mem ber ship...
Pilates - Yoga - Awe some Abs - 

Belly Dance - Ju Jitsu
Rac quet Sport Clin ics

Open ev ery day of the year
 No wait for equip ment

186 Allen
Street

Buf falo

884-5128

175 Allen St., Buf falo  884-0435
Eat In/Take Out/De liv ery
Ca ter ing avail able. Call for de tails

The Home of Buf falo's Big gest Sand wich!

Host your next party at the eat ery! 
Call for de tails.

10% off any din ner en tree

QUAKER BON NET EAT ERY



Young art ists, en tre pre neurs open at 224 Al len
A group of young art ists and en tre pre neurs is set ting up shop at

224 Al len St. of fer ing goods and ser vices span ning a range in clud -
ing yoga in struc tion, whole foods, ap parel and oil paint ings. 

Sharing space in the dou ble store front be tween Mar i ner and
Col lege Sts., are these mem bers of the col lab o ra tive:

— Space@224, an art gal lery and stu dio op er ated by Jennifer
Ro dri guez.

— Infin8BodyWorks, Inc., of fer ing whole and health foods,
health and nu tri tion coun sel ing, med i ta tion and a juice bar. It is op -
er ated by Felicia Parker (983-7390) and Melis Goff (870-8258), a
nurse and li censed mas sage ther a pist. Yoga classes are given by
Jennifer Russo.

“Infin8BodyWorks is an ed u ca tion-based com mu nity re source 
or ga ni za tion spe cial iz ing in self-heal ing through di etary and ther -
a peu tic life style mod i fi ca tions. Our team of ex pe ri enced health

and wellness prac ti tio ners will as sist you as we ex plore the body,
mind, spirit con nec tion through the art of self-care,” their bro chure 
states.

—M’Original De signs, op er ated by Maura Price, fea tur ing
women’s fash ions and cos tumes, al ter ations and tex tile art
(444-1455, moriginal14201@ya hoo.com). 

On the sec ond floor, Jose R. Ro dri guez, Jennifer’s hus band,
op er ates JRVisusals, a mul ti me dia de sign and dig i tal stu dio,
884-1000, jr@jrvisuals.

Hours were still be ing worked out when we vis ited the pre -
mises, pend ing com ple tion of car pen try and elec tri cal work. But
plans call for Space@224 and M’Original De signs to be open a
min i mum of Thurs day, Fri day and Sat ur day eve nings, or by ap -
point ment, Jennifer Ro dri guez said.  

 La gniappes — a lit tle some thing ex tra
By Mat thew Ryan

“Hello, I have a board meet ing with 10-15 peo ple in 30 min -
utes. Can you put some food to gether?” It was 6:30 p.m. on a Tues -
day eve ning and these were my first words to La gniappes owner
Chris Silverstein. His suprising re ply, with a smile: “Give me 20
min utes.”

Al len town’s new est food stop at 244 Al len St.is phys i cally just
more than a pick up win dow, but the menu pro vides big va ri ety and 
taste. This is “New Or leans cui sine,” as de scribed by pro pri etors
Chris and Don. My fa vor ites were the meatloaf po-boy and the
fried okra. They also fea ture award-win ning gumbo. Looking over 
the menu I know I’m also go ing to be try ing the roasted red pep per
po-boy very soon. 

If you do choose to eat in, there are sev eral ta bles and wait ress
Ra chel is happy to serve you. Open for lunch Tues day to Fri day

from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. and late Tues day to Sat ur day from 4 p.m. to
2 a.m. For quick pick-up, call ahead: 883-FOOD (3663). Ei ther
way you will be wel comed with warm smiles and filled with spicy
food. 

In other new de vel op ments:
— 888 Main Street is cur rently be ing re mod eled for a planned

Ital ian res tau rant to open in Oc to ber. The new busi ness is gain ing a 
lot of press as they al lowed Buf falo Ris ing read ers to name the
place. “Ciao Main” got my vote but I  hear “Tre Otto” won out.

 — The Bend on Al len is now in busi ness at 256 Al len St. near
Wadsworth St. Ja son Shephard owns the tav ern, staffed by a crew
of Allentowners, bar tender Odie re ports. It is open ev ery day from
4 p.m. to 4 a.m. with an open mic on some Wednes days.

 Mixer draws over 20 busi nesses
The Al len town As so ci a tion’s Busi ness Re la tions Com mit tee

held a busi ness mixer for Al len town busi ness own ers on Sept. 10.
Over 20 Al len town busi nesses were rep re sented at the event at
Quaker Bon net Eat ery. 

“This com mit tee is look ing for in put from our Al len town busi -
nesses as we de velop our ini tia tives and goals” said Mat thew

Ryan, Busi ness Re la tions Com mit tee chair man. “We are ex cited
by the re sponse to this event and hope it will fos ter even better
com mu ni ca tion.” 

If there are any ques tions, com ments or con cerns you’d like to
voice to the com mit tee, please e-mail to: mat thew.ryan@al len -
town.org.
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To pur chase an ad in the

Al len town Neigh bor
call 

836-2527
Church Bul le tins of Buf falo, Inc.

745 Englewood Ave.
Buf falo, NY 14223

Su san Lenahan,
CRS, CBR
As so ci ate Bro ker

431 Del a ware Ave., Buf falo
e-mail: slenahan@mjpeterson.com
www.mjpeterson.com

Your City Ex pert!

Real Es tate

Cell: 864-6757

Astoria
Lunch & Din ner

423 Elmwood Ave., Buf falo

884-4711
Ca ter ing Avail able - Inhouse or De liv ery

Fine Cui sine



Cal en dar of Events 
Allen dale The ater, 203 Al len St. The ater of Youth pres ents “The Phan tom Toll booth” open ing Oct. 19 at 7 p.m., con tin u ing Oct. 20,

21, 27, 28, Nov. 3, 4, 10,11 at 2 p.m. and Nov. 9 at 7 p.m. The ater of Youth wine tast ing and si lent auc tion, Oct. 25, 6 to 8:30 p.m. For in for -
ma tion and tick ets, call 884-4400. 

 Al len town As so ci a tion, 14 Al len St., An nual meet ing, Oct. 16, 7 p.m., Karpeles Manu script Li brary Mu seum, 220 North St., see page
1. “Haunted Al len town,” Oct. 20, noon to 7, see page 1. Board of Di rec tors meets Nov. 20, p.m. For in for ma tion call 881-1024 or e-mail al -
len town@bfn.org.

 Art Di a logue Gal lery, 1 Linwood Ave., Tues day to Fri day, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sat ur day, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Third an nual Small Works
Ex hi bi tion, Oct. 12 to Nov. 16; 13th an nual Art ful Gifts Ex hi bi tion, Nov. 23 through De cem ber. For in for ma tion, call 885-2251.

 Betty’s Res tau rant, 370 Vir ginia St. at Cot tage St. Struc tured col lages by Douglas Bauer, through Oct. 14. Pho tog ra phy by Valerie
Dunn, Oct. 16 to Jan. 6, re cep tion Oct. 15, 6 to 9 p.m. 

 Col lege Street Gal lery, 244 Al len St., Wednes day, 6 to 8 p.m., Thurs day, 5 to 8 p.m.; Fri day, 4 to 8 p.m. Paint ings by Mi chael
Wilczewski, Oct. 5 to 28, re cep tion Oct 6, 7 to 10 p.m. Oct. 10th an ni ver sary ben e fit party for Col lege Streeet Gakkekry at Nietz sche’s, 248
Al len St. Oct. 18, 8 p.m., $5. A month of stu dent art, works of Chris Derick, Angela McCormick, Derek Sloan and Da vid Fiorello, a dif fer -
ent stu dent’s work each week in No vem ber. For in for ma tion call 882-9727. 

 El Museo, 91 Al len St., Thurs day through Sat ur day, noon to 5. “West ern New York and Be yond,” paint ings by Xiaouen Chen,
through Oct. 20. “Al tars,” Day of the Dead, Oct. 27 to Nov. 10, open ing re cep tion, Oct. 27, 8 to mid night. “Prism ...One Com mu nity, Many
Per spec tives,” Pride Cen ter LGBT art ists’ show, Nov. 16 to 30., open ing re cep tion Nov. 16, 7 to 9 p.m. “Spir i tu al ity,” sec ond an nual
“Choc o late Ex pres sions, “ Dec. 8, 7 to 9 p.m., ad mis sion $8. Sat el lite ex hi bi tion , “The Art ist’s Dog” by Yolanda Daliz, at Buf falo Mu seum 
of Sci ence in con junc tion with Viva Las Amer i cas. For in for ma tion call 884-9693. 

 First Pres by te rian Church, Sym phony Cir cle, St. Louis Cath o lic Church, Main and Ed ward Sts., and St. Paul’s Epis co pal Ca the -
dral, Church and Frank lin Sts., free guided tours of the three churches Oct. 13 and Nov. 10, be gin ning at St. Paul’s at 10 a.m., trans por ta -
tion not pro vided. 

 Karpeles Manu script Li brary Museum, 220 North St., Tues days through Sun days, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. “Let ters from the Pen,” doc u -
ments by fa mous and in fa mous pris on ers, through No vem ber. For fur ther in for ma tion call 886-3656.

 Kleinhans Com mu nity As so ci a tion, monthly meet ings, Oct. 17, 6 p.m., Nov. 17, 10:15 a.m., 42 Plym outh Ave., Heart of the City
Neigh bor hoods. 

 Kleinhans Mu sic Hall , Buf falo Phil har monic Or ches tra clas si cal con certs, Schumann & Brahms, Oct. 12, 8 p.m. and Oct. 13, 2:30
p.m., Rus sian Ro man tics, Oct. 27, 8 p.m. and Oct. 28, 2:30 p.m., Schu bert’s Un fin ished, Nov. 10, 8 p.m. and Nov. 11, 2:30 p.m., The Com -
plete Brandenburgs, Nov. 30 and Dec. 1, 8 p.m. Pops se ries, Johnny Mathis, Oct. 6, 8 p.m., Bernstein’s West Side Story, Oct. 20, 8 p.m.
New York, New York!, Nov. 3, 8 p.m., The Golden Age of Film, Nov. 17, 8 p.m. Hol i day Pops, Dec. 7 and  8 , 8 p.m., Dec. 9, 2:30 p.m. For
tick ets and in for ma tion, call 885-5000.

 Nina Freudenheim Gal lery, Ho tel Lenox, 140 North St. Paint ings by Pe ter Stephens through Oct. 16. Wall pieces, floor pieces and
draw ings by sculp tor Amanda Wojick, Oct. 20 to Nov. 28. Tues day through Fri day, 10 to 5; Sunday, Mon day, by ap point ment. For in for -
ma tion call 882-5777. 

 Rust Belt Books, 202 Al len St. Clocks Ticking Back wards CD re lease, Oct. 6, 7 p.m. Small Press po etry se ries, Oct. 11, Nov 1, and 16,
7 p.m. Kalo, book re lease, Oct. 12, 7 p.m., Pe ter Wil liams and Friends, Sunday af ter noon mu sic, Oct. 14, 4 to 7 p.m. Mu sic by Ca na dian art -
ists, Oct. 14, 8 to 10 p.m. Cat Venom com edy improv, Oct. 20, 9 p.m. Just Buf falo open poetry read ing, Oct. 21 and Nov. 18, 7 p.m. Mi chael
Kelleher and Kyle Schlesinger, book re lease and po etry read ing, Oct. 28, 8 p.m. For in for ma tion call 885-9535. 

 The o dore Roo se velt In au gu ral Site (Wilcox Man sion), 641 Del a ware Ave., Mon day to Fri day 9 to 5, Sat ur day, Sunday, noon to 5
p.m. Vic to rian Christ mas open ing night si lent auc tion and wine tast ing, Nov. 29, 6 to 8:30 p.m.;  lun cheons with en ter tain ment, Dec. 1,
Dec. 3, 4, 8; can dle light din ners, with en ter tain ment, Dec. 3, 4, 6 and 7. For res er va tions and ad di tional in for ma tion, call 884-0095. 
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Hamlin House
432 Frank lin Street

885-8084
Open for Lunch Mon-Thurs 11:00-3:00

Fri day Fish Fry 11:00-9:00
Sunday Break fast 9:00-1:00

Banq uets,A nyO cc as ion -A cc omm od ates2 25

www.Hamlinhouserestaurant.com

THE DECKER AGENCY, INC. In sur ance
 Your Neigh bor hood In sur ance Agency

37 Elmwood Ave., Buf falo  

 883-1455
JO ANN DECKER

CPCU, CIC, AAI, CPIW, DAE
All Forms of In sur ance



An Al len town Al ma nac

Life is n’t fair, but it is good. —Re gina Brett, Cleve land Plain Dealer.
 About 300 peo ple at tended a show ing Sept. 8 of a doc u men tary film, “Strange Cul ture,” to ben e fit the de fense fund for Ste ven Kurtz,

whose Al len town home was raided af ter the tragic death, of nat u ral causes, of his wife on May 11, 2004. An art ist and pro fes sor at the Uni -
ver sity at Buf falo, he faces fed eral charges of mail and wire fraud stem ming from the raid…

 The win dows of the Al len town As so ci a tion of fice at 14 Al len St. have been cleared, cleaned and re dec o rated by of fice man ager An -
drew Eisenhardt...The Pres er va tion Co ali tion has pulled out of shar ing the of fice space, and the As so ci a tion is look ing for an other site
and an other or ga ni za tion to share space…

 Deborah Ellis has nearly com pleted her term as pres i dent of the Days Park Block club and has agreed to head a new Al len town As so ci -
a tion com mit tee on the fu ture of School 36. She has spear headed ef forts to de velop the school build ing, grounds and ad ja cent space for
hous ing when the school closes, now sched uled for 2009. Delores Murphy heads a slate ex pected to be elected by the block club... 

 More than 40 res i dents of lower Park St. (be tween Vir ginia and Al len Sts.) have pe ti tioned the Com mon Coun cil to re vise the al ter -
nate-side-of-the-street park ing to make the change-over time 6 p.m. Wednes day in stead of 4 p.m. Wednes day. The pro posal has been re -
ferred to com mit tee. Other Al len town res i dents think ing about seek ing the same for their street are asked to wait un til the city de cides the
Park St. re quest…

 Megan Weaver has re signed as sec re tary and a di rec tor of the Al len town As so ci a tion be cause she has moved from Al len town... We’re 
ap pre cia tive of her work here.

En joying them selves at the lower Park-Vir ginia
block party, left, are Pe ter Smith and Em ily and Ava
Schoonfelder. About 35 peo ple at tended the sup per in
Pe ter Smith’s gar den Aug. 22. Photo by Pete Carroll.
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Pres i dent: Chris to pher Brown
Vice pres i dents: Wayne Parry, 
  Monica Pellegrino
Trea surer: An thony Armstrong

Di rec tors:
Eric Arzola
Lura Bechtel
Me lissa Dayton 

Brian Faix
Sa rah Gilewicz
Pe ter Grine
Ed Hogle
Holly Holdaway
Eliz a beth Licata
Wayne Parry
Tim Riordan
Mat thew Ryan

Ex officio di rec tors:
Pete Carroll
Rob ert Fink
Alison Fleischmann
Gretchan Grobe
Shon O’Connor
W. Mor gan Smith
Jon a than White

Of fice man ager: An drew Eisenhardt

The Al len town Neigh bor Ed i tor: Pete Carroll, e-mail bonjoura@localnet.com
Cir cu la tion Man ager: Pe ter Grine 

Of fi cers of the Al len town As so ci a tion Inc.



Eaton Gal leries closes af ter 34 years

The Al len town Neigh bor October/Novem ber 2007  Page 8

Name ________________________________________________________

Ad dress _______________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________

Phone ________________________________________________________

E-mail ________________________________________________________

If busi ness, name of man ager ______________________________________
Please make checks pay able to: Al len town As so ci a tion, Inc.
Mail to: Al len town As so ci a tion, 14 Al len St., Buf falo NY 14202

OP TIONAL VOL UN TEER OP POR TU NITIES (Please check the com mit tee of in ter est to you):

 Please se lect a mem ber ship level:

� Bene fac tor $1,000

� Pa tron $500

� Con trib uting $250

� Sus taining $100

� Busi ness $50

� Fam ily $40

� In di vid ual $35

� Stu dent/Se nior $20

� A gen er ous gift $_____

 THE AL LEN TOWN AS SO CI A TION, INC.
 14 Al len Street
 Buf falo, New York 14202
 Visit on the web: www.al len town.org

Non-Profit Or ga ni za tion
U.S. POST AGE

PAID
BUF FALO, N.Y.

PER MIT NO. 266

� Al len West Fes ti val
� Beau ti fi ca tion
� Mem ber ship/PR

� Se crets of Al len town tour of homes
� Crime Re duc tion
� Fund rais ing

� Hot Dog Stand
� Vol un teer Of fice Staff
� Board of Di rec tors

The pur pose of the Al len town As so ci a tion, Inc. is to serve its com mu nity. It does that through ef forts to beau tify the neigh bor hood; to
en cour age his toric pres er va tion and prop erty main te nance; to pro mote ap pro pri ate busi ness de vel op ment; to fight crime and to pro tect
and en hance Al len town’s unique ur ban am bi ance.

AL LEN TOWN AS SO CI A TION MEM BER SHIP AP PLI CA TION

Eaton Gal leries, prob a bly Al len town’s old est and best known
an tiques busi ness, is clos ing its doors af ter 34 years

The store was opened in 1973 at 115-119 Elmwood Ave. by
Wil liam Eaton and James A. Fisch. Af ter Bill Easton’s death in
1998, Jim Fisch moved the store to 110 Elmwood in 2000. Since
his death last Feb ru ary, the store has been op er ated by his mother,
Ger trude Fisch, as sisted by Cindy Thomas, Mary Kay Pat rick and
Vicky Batzinski. 

“Most ev ery thing went in three days” dur ing the go -
ing-out-of-busi ness sale, Ger trude Fisch said. She will re main at

the store un til Oct. 15 to clear out re cords, and sell the last few
items. 

“Some won der ful peo ple have come in to say good bye, long -
time cus tom ers, neigh bors and peo ple in the busi ness,” she said. 

An other Al len town busi ness is ne go ti at ing to buy the build ing
from the es tate of James Fisch and is ex pected to move there. 

The clos ing is the sec ond land mark busi ness in Al len town to
close this year, af ter NEO, while Em i nent De sign closed in May
2006.


