
In Sep tem ber 1958, a few busi ness peo ple in Al len town
spon sored an out door art show which stretched for four
blocks along Al len St. 

 “They wanted to pro mote the neigh bor hood,” said Mary 
M. Misksiewicz, pres i dent of the Al len town Vil lage So ci -
ety, spon sor of the 50-year-old art show. Her mother,
Madeline Benson, was one of the show’s found ers. 

 Al len town had long had a con cen tra tion of busi nesses
ca ter ing to the car riage trade, but by 1958 it was see ing an
ero sion in its cli en tele and the num ber of busi nesses, Mary
Miskiewicz said. 

 Madeline Benson owned a cloth-weav ing busi ness be -
gun in Al len town in 1918. Its last lo ca tion was the south -
west cor ner of Al len and Frank lin Sts., now Fiddleheads
res tau rant. 

 Among the art show’s other or ga niz ers were Ja son “Jay” 
Natowitz, owner of a pic ture-fram ing shop; Madeline
Benson’s sis ter, Eliz a beth Millette, the owner of a drug
store at the north west cor ner of Del a ware and Al len (pres ent 
site of Colter Bay Grill); Louis Cherenzia, an art ist who had
his home at stu dio at 449 Frank lin St.; and Eddie Bisone, a
painter. 

Dominic Trapani, who ran Cof fee En cores, a cof fee
shop at 343 Frank lin St., re calls set ting up a cof fee stand on
the north side of Al len near Main St. for the first art show.
Mayor Frank A. Sedita stopped by. 

The 50th an nual Al len town Art Fes ti val will be held
June 9 and 10 from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

It has be come the de fin ing rite of spring for hun dreds of
thou sands of Buffalonians. It is said to be the larg est art
show in the coun try. It has sur vived un flat ter ing com ments
by art crit ics and a 1970 “riot”— mis be hav ing pa trons ex it -
ing a bar at the show’s clos ing. 

 For Allentowners, it is an in sti tu tion both loved and
feared, as the neigh bor hood plays host to thou sands of vis i -
tors and the cele bra tory hu bris of the fes ti val, and tol er ates
the noise, crowds, lit ter and re stric tions on move ment. 

 Col or ful ban ners from light poles along Del a ware Ave.
from Tupper to North Sts. will pro claim the 50th fes ti val.

 The The o dore Roo se velt In au gu ral Site, also known as
the Wilcox Man sion, will ex hibit post ers of past art fes ti -
vals. Ad mis sion will be $1 June 9 and 10.

 “We have the poster for the sev enth. There may have
been one for the sixth. I don’t think there were any be fore
that,” Mary Miskiewicz said. The post ers for 1965 through
1968 are miss ing. “We would like to bor row any copy any -
one has. They would be scanned and re turned,” she added.

 Many of the post ers were de signed by Louis Cherenzia
who of ten de picted him self with a pal ette and brush. He is
now 104 and lived on Frank lin St. un til about five years ago
when he moved to New Jer sey where his daugh ter lives,
Mary Miskiewicz said. 

 The Al len town As so ci a tion was founded in 1963 and it
and the Al len town Vil lage So ci ety, of ten con fused in the
pub lic mind, re main sep a rate or ga ni za tions. 

 Since 1999, the Al len town As so ci a tion, with the co op -
er a tion of the Al len town Vil lage So ci ety, has spon sored the
Al len West Fes ti val on Al len St. west of Elmwood Ave. in
con junc tion with the Art Fes ti val east of Elmwood. More
than 100 ven dors have signed up. The em pha sis is on lo cally 
made crafts and re fresh ments. (See As so ci a tion, page 4)

Al len West was be gun to keep the area west of Elmwood
safe dur ing the fes ti val and to elim i nate dis or der li ness with
un reg u lated ven dors. 

For the first time since 2002, the 2007 Art Fes ti val
will not be held in con junc tion with the Mu sic Is Art Fes -
ti val. 

Af ter a con ten -
tious co ex is tence
for four years, the
mu sic fes  t i  val
founded by Robbie
Takac, bassist with
the Goo Goo Dolls,
is mov ing to the Erie 
County Fair  for
Aug. 11. 

June 9 and 10: The Art Show at 50
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By Dayna Banka Slone
 The writer, a re tired art teacher in the Buf falo schools,

is a prize-winning ex hib i tor of jew elry in the Al len town Art
Fes ti val. 

We be gan our life in Al len town in Feb ru ary 1969 in a
Queen Anne house at 49 Park St., orig i nally built for the J.
Woods fam ily in 1881. As trans plants from Brook lyn we
were im me di ately at tracted to the neigh bor hood be cause of
its sense of com mu nity. We also felt it was much like the
Green wich Vil lage area we loved in New York City.

The spring brought our first ex po sure to the Al len town
Art Fes ti val which we have come to re gard as our sum mer
rite of pas sage. The streets of our Vic to rian neigh bor hood
come alive with the sound of foot steps, many porch par ties,
and art, art, art. 

Normally quiet streets be come out ra geously busy and
noisy, and the early morn ing clat ter ing of tent poles is heard
through open win dows. Parking is a night mare for those of
us with out drive ways or ga rages and we plan our sched ules
care fully so as not to move our cars. But a fine old neigh bor -
hood lifts up her skirts to show neatly trimmed lawns and
beau ti fully planted gar dens. 

We re gard the fes ti val as great fun, a time to meet with
friends not of ten seen at other times of the year. As res i dents
of the same house for all this time, peo ple al ways know
where to find us the sec ond week end of June. My hus band
Carl’s an tique shop on Elmwood is a pop u lar stop ping spot
for many fes ti val-goers. 

About 13 years ago I
be gan to par tic i pate in the 
fes ti val as an art ist show -
ing my jew elry. The par -
t ies con t inue at  our
house, of ten with out me
be cause I at tend the fes ti -
val’s award cer e mony. It
has be come a point of
pride for me to not only live and work here but also to be a
part of the fes ti val.

The Mon day morn ing af ter the fes ti val I will awake to a
si lence bro ken only by the chirp ing of birds, and be pleas -
antly ex hausted once again from man ning my booth and en -
ter tain ing friends and fam ily. Next year’s fes ti val will seem
a world away. I am al ways a bit sad when the whole thing
ends; to me it’s Christ mas and the Fourth of July rolled into
one and I love ev ery min ute of it. 

 We also cel e brate the Al len town Fes ti val for an other
rea son. Our daugh ter Meredith was born about nine months
af ter the 1971 fes ti val.

An Al len town art ist views the Art Show

An Al len town Al ma nac

“A fine  old neigh bor -
hood lifts up her skirts to
show neatly trimmed
lawns and beau ti fully
planted gar dens.”

The date of the Al len town As so ci a tion’s an nual din ner was in cor rect in the last is sue af ter a din ner com mit tee mem ber pro -
vided the wrong date. Re grets from all... 

  Short films will be pre sented in Days Park at night fall June 30 and July 21 in Squeaky Wheel’s an nual Out door An i ma tion
Fes ti val...

   If you can vol un teer for the Al len West Fes ti val or the Hot Dog Stand June 9 and 10 please call the Al len town As so ci a tion
at 881-1049...

   First Amherst De vel op ment Group will re ceive a pres er va tion award for the Gran ite Works at Main and Vir ginia Sts. from 
sev eral pres er va tion and com mu nity or ga ni za tions at a din ner June 26 in the Mary Sea ton Room of Kleinhans Mu sic Hall...   

   Darren Strick land, for mer ex ec u tive di rec tor of Friends of the Night Peo ple, pleaded guilty May 7 in State Su preme Court
in the theft of $44,244 from the soup kitchen be tween 2001 and 2005, The Buf falo News re ported. The in ves ti ga tion be gan af -
ter a do nor com plained of not re ceiv ing ac knowl edge ment of a $3,000 gift to the Friends of the Night Peo ple. 

186 A l l en
St r eet

Bu f  f a l o

884-5128

175 All en St., Buf falo  884-0435
Eat In/Take Out/De li v ery
Ca ter ing avail able. Call f or de tails

The Home of Buf falo's Big gest Sand wich!
Host your next party at the eat ery! 

Call  for de tails.
10% off  any din ner en tr ee

QUA K ER B ON N ET EAT ERY
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Work was or dered stopped at the Coit House in April and 
the city Pres er va tion Board’s ex ec u tive sec re tary was sus -
pended for grant ing un au tho rized per mis sion for re pairs.

Per mis sion was granted to re place win dows, and re lo cate
two win dows ver ti cally on the west side of the house at 414
Vir ginia St., but the height of the re lo cated win dows is not to
be al tered. The re lo cated win dows are to be 36 inches apart. 

Thomas Mar chese, the board’s ex ec u tive sec re tary, was
sus pended by Rich ard Tobe, city developoment com mis -
sioner, for grant ing per mis sion not au tho rized by the board.
Citing per son nel pol icy Com mis sioner Tobe de clined to
con firm the sus pen sion or say how long it would run, or
whether the sus pen sion was with or with out pay. 

The un au tho rized per mis sion was not re ported promptly
to the Pres er va tion Board, and dis ap peared in ex pli ca bly
from the city’s elec tronic re cord. 

Work on the house re sumed in May. Thomas Chwalinski 
is serv ing as ex ec u tive sec re tary of the Pres er va tion Board
dur ing the sus pen sion.

The Coit House is Buf falo’s old est dwell ing. 
In other Pres er va tion Board busi ness, per mis sion was

given for eight steel posts and a dou ble chain to en close the
Holly Farms park ing lot at 235 Al len St. at Col lege St. The
lot will be en tered from Col lege St. Mark Goldman was the
ap pli cant. The lot is owned by Ali Mugali. 

Work stops, then pro ceeds on Coit House 

Eisenhardt is new of fice man ager
An drew Eisenhardt, an Al len town res i dent,

busi ness man and prop erty owner, has been named
of fice man ager of the Al len town As so ci a tion. 

The ap point ment to the 15-hour-a-week po si -
tion was ap proved by the As so ci a tion’s Board of
Di rec tors on the rec om men da tion of the Ex ec u -
tive Com mit tee at the board’s April 17 meet ing. 

An drew Eisenhardt has been fill ing in since
Jan u ary af ter the res ig na tion of Douglas Levy as
As so ci a tion ex ec u tive di rec tor. The board retitled 
the job, the As so ci a tion’s only paid po si tion, as
of fice man ager. 

An drew Eisenhardt, who grew up in
Cheektowaga and is a Mary vale High School
grad u ate, has op er ated An tiques Al len town at
138 Elmwood Ave. for six years. He and his
part ner, Scott Utke, have bought 146 Elmwood
and are ren o vat ing the prop erty. They plan to
move their home and the an tiques busi ness there
this sum mer. 

He will work Mon day, Wednes day and Fri -
day af ter noons in the As so ci a tion of fice, 14 Al -
len St. To take the po si tion, he re signed from the
Board of Di rec tors po si tion which he had filled
for two-and-a-half years. 

499 Frank lin Street 
Buf  falo, NY 14202

Tim Ri ord an
Lic ensedS alesp ers on

Repr es ent i ng
Buy  ers  &
Sell ers

Hamlin  House
432 Frank l in Street

885-8084
Open for Lun ch Mon-Thur s 11:00-3:00

Fri day Fish Fry 11:00-9:00
Sunday Break fast 9:00-1:00

Banq uets,A nyO cc as ion -A cc omm od ates2 25
www.Hamlin hou serestauran t.co m

THE DECKER AGENCY, INC. In sur ance
 Your Neigh bor hood In sur ance Agency

37 Elmw ood Ave., Buf falo  
 883-1455

JO ANN DECKE R
CPCU, CIC, AAI, CPIW, DAE

All Forms of In sur ance

off ice : 716.881.1200
dir ectd ial: 716.961.7659
fax: 716.881.1667
mob ile : 716.228.1050

trio rdan @polis real ty.com538d ela w area ve n ue l  buf falo
716.884.8100

www.allentownathle tix .com
Cardio  Room * Cir  cu it Trai n ing

Free Weights  * Rac quet ba ll &  Squash Cour ts
Per sonal  Train i ng * Sau nas & Ja cuzzi

All  classes FREE with  Mem ber shi p...
Pila tes - Yoga - Awe so me Abs - 

Belly Dance - Ju J itsu
Rac quet  Sport  Clin ics

Open ev ery  day of th e year
 No wait f or  equip  ment
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Coit House, Kleinhans Hall fea tured in June sem i nars 

As so ci a tion mak ing fi nan cial prog ress, mem bers told

Rev. Winfield Wash ing ton of Park St. 
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Three free sem i nars on Al len town’s his tory are sched -
uled for Thurs day eve nings in June in the cul mi nat ing ses -
sions of a highly suc cess ful se ries spon sored by the
Al len town As so ci a tion and the Karpeles Manu script Mu -
seum. 

The ses sions be gin at 6:30 p.m. and end by 7:45 p.m. The 
sched ule: 

— June 7, Buf falo’s old est house: the Coit House, by
Chris to pher Brown, Karpeles North Hall, 220 North St. 

 — June 21, The ar chi tec ture of Eero and Eliel Saarinen
and Kleinhans Mu sic Hall, by Chris to pher Brown, Karpeles 
Por ter Hall, 453 Por ter Ave. 

 — July 5, Al len town’s most fa mous Vic to rian-era ar -
chi tect: Rich ard A. Waite, by Mar tin Wachadlo, Karpeles
North Hall, 220 North St. 

The se ries, which be gan in Feb ru ary, has al ready pre -
sented seven ses sions fo cus ing on Al len town’s ar chi tec -
tural her i tage and in for ma tion to help home own ers main tain 
and im prove their his toric homes.

The Al len town As so ci a tion is re duc ing ex penses, max i -
miz ing rev e nues and liv ing within its in come, “a big ac com -
plish ment with no gov ern ment fi nan cial sup port.”

 This mes sage from Chris to pher Brown, As so ci a tion
pres i dent, was heard by over 100 peo ple at the an nual mem -
bers’ din ner May 16 in the Hamlin House. 

 The As so ci a tion has a happy re la tion ship with the Al -
len town Vil lage So ci ety which is spon sor ing the 50th an -
nual Al len town Art Fes ti val June 9 and 10, he said. (See
Page 1) 

 The Al len West Fes ti val, the Al len town As so ci a tion’s
big gest fund-raiser, will be held un der the chair man ship of
Monica Pellegrino in con junc tion with the Art Fes ti val, and
the Al len town As so ci a tion will have its usual re fresh ment
stand at Del a ware Ave.and Ed ward St. (See page 1)

 Chris Brown also re ported that six homes of lim ited-in -
come own er ship on Hud son St. and Plym outh Ave. in Al -
len town will be painted by Brush Up Buf falo and Heart of
the City Neigh bor hoods. 

 Mike Ball, plan ning di rec tor for the Buf falo-Ni ag ara
Med i cal Cam pus said Elicott St. is be com ing a parklike fo -
cal point of the cam pus with pub lic art, land scap ing and
light ing. The phys i cal in te gra tion of the cam pus with Al len -
town and the Fruit Belt is be ing im proved, with $150-mil -
lion in in vest ment in cam pus fa cil i ties, he added.

 Beau ti fi ca tion awards were pre sented to Mark
DiGiampaolo for 38 N. Pearl St., Eco-Friendly Cus tom
Cleaners of  152 Elmwood Ave., St. Louis Church, Tom and 
Anne Slowe for 35 Days Park, An thony Tarquini for 70 Ed -
ward St., and Scar let Res tau rant of 26 Vir ginia Place. Eliz a -
beth Licata, Beau ti fi ca tion Com mit tee chair woman,
pre sented the awards.

Mitch Bechtel gave a dem on stra tion of the As so ci a tion’s 
new elec tronic da ta base of Al len town’s res i den tial and
com mer cial prop er ties. 

Jim Becker, win ner of the split-club draw ing, do nated
his share to the As so ci a tion. Gretchan Grobe was chair -
woman for the din ner. 

The Rev. Winfield “Woody” Wash ing ton Jr., a Bap tist
pas tor and a res i dent of Park St. for 15 years, was stricken
fa tally at home April 20. He was 64.

His fu neral was held in First Cal vary Mis sion ary Bap tist
Church, 467 Wil liam St., where he had been pas tor for 34
years.

He had also served as field ser vices di rec tor for the
Greater Ni ag ara Fron tier Boy Scout Coun cil for 22 years.

Sur viving are his wife Mar cia and five chil dren.
The Al len town com mu nity ex tends sin cere con do lences

to his fam ily. 

To pur chase an ad in  th e
Al len town Neigh bor

call  
836-2527

Church  Bul  le ti ns of Buf falo, I nc.
745 Englewood Ave.
Buf falo, NY 14223

Su san Lenahan,
CRS, CBR
As so ci ate Bro ker

431 Del a ware Ave., Buf  falo
e-mail: slenahan@mjpeterson.com
www.mjpeterson.com

Your City  Ex pert!

Real Es tate

Cell:  864-6757

A storia
Lunch & Din ner

423 Elmwood Ave., Buf falo
884-4711

Ca ter ing Avail able - Inhouse or De liv ery

Fine Cui sine



Cal en dar of Events 
Allen dale The ater, 203 Al len St. The ater of Youth pres ents “Char lotte’s Web” by Jo seph Robinette, based on the book by

E.B. White, for ages 4 and up, June 2 and 3 at 2 p.m. For in for ma tion and tick ets, call 884-4400.
 Al len town As so ci a tion, 14 Al len St. June 7, 21, July 5, se ries of ed u ca tional pre sen ta tions, Karpeles mu seum sites, see

page 4. Board of Di rec tors meets June 19 and July 17, 7 p.m., 14 Al len St. For in for ma tion, call 881-1024 or e-mail al len -
town@bfn.org.

 Art Di a logue Gal lery, 1 Linwood Ave., Tues day to Fri day, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sat ur day, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Col lage ex hi bi -
tion, June 8 to July 13. Pho tog ra phy by Rich ard Stamps of mis sion ar ies in Af rica and the Do min i can Re pub lic, July 20 to Aug.
24. For in for ma tion call 885-2251.

 Col lege Street Gal lery, 244 Al len St., Wednes day, 6 to 8 p.m., Thurs day, 5 to 8 p.m.; Fri day, 4 to 8 p.m., Sat ur day and
Sunday, 2 to 5 p.m. “Im ages,” paint ings by A. Paul Mielcarski of Al len town, June 8 to 30, open ing re cep tion June 8 from 5 to
10 p.m. Works by Sean Mad den, July 12 to Aug. 1, open ing re cep tion July 13, 8 to 11 p.m. For in for ma tion call 882-9727. 

 Days Park, Squeaky Wheel’s Out door An i ma tion Fes ti val, short films at night fall, June 30 and July 21.
 El Museo, 91 Al len St., Thurs day through Sat ur day, noon to 5. For in for ma tion call 884-9693. 
 First Pres by te rian Church, Sym phony Cir cle, St. Louis Cath o lic Church, Main and Ed ward Sts., and St. Paul’s Epis -

co pal Ca the dral, Church and Frank lin Sts., free guided tours of the three churches June 9 and July 14, be gin ning at St. Paul’s
at 10 a.m., trans por ta tion not pro vided. 

 Gar den Walk, free tour of home gar dens in Al len town and through out the West Side, July 28 and 29. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Maps avail able at Al len town As so ci a tion of fice, 14 Al len St., Rich mond-Sum mer Se nior Cen ter and Buf falo Sem i nary. 

 Karpeles Manu script Li brary Mu seum, 220 North St., Tues days through Sun days, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. His toric Turk ish
maps, through June 30. Se ries of ed u ca tional pre sen ta tions, June 7, 21, July 5, see page 4. For fur ther in for ma tion call
886-3656.

 Kleinhans Mu sic Hall, Buf falo Phil har monic Or ches tra clas si cal con certs, “Tschaikovsky Vi o lin Con certo,” June 2, 8
p.m., June, 3, 2:30 p.m. For tick ets or in for ma tion, 885-5000.

 Nina Freudenheim Gal lery, Ho tel Lenox, 140 North St. Tues day through Fri day, 10 to 5; Sunday, Mon day, by ap point -
ment. Small work by sev eral art ists, through June 29. For in for ma tion call 882-5777. 

 Rust Belt Books, 202 Al len St. Cat Venom com edy improv, June 1 and 8, July 6 and 13, 8 p.m. Open ing re cep tion for art
ex hibit, June 3, 6 to 8 p.m. Just Buf falo open read ing, June 17, 7 p.m. “Sub ver sive Shorts”, dra matic sketches, June 14 to 16, 21 
to 23, and 28 to 30, 8 p.m. In fringe ment Fes ti val, July 26 to Aug. 5, call for in for ma tion, 885-9535. 

 The o dore Roo se velt In au gu ral Site (Wilcox Man sion), 641 Del a ware Ave., Mon day to Fri day 9 to 5, Sat ur day, Sunday, 
noon to 5 p.m. Guided two-hour tours of Al len town Wednes days in June, July and Au gust at 10 a.m. and June 2, July 7, Aug. 4
and Sept. 1 at 1 p.m. Cost $4. For in for ma tion call 884-0095. 

Pres i dent: Chris to pher Brown
Vice pres i dents: Wayne Parry, 
  Monica Pellegrino
Trea surer: An thony Armstrong
Sec re tary: Megan Weaver

Di rec tors:
Eric Arzola
Lura Bechtel
Debra Bow ers
Me lissa Dayton 
Pe ter Grine
Holly Holdaway
Eliz a beth Licata
Wayne Parry
Tim Riordan
Mat thew Ryan

Ex officio di rec tors:
Pete Carroll
Rob ert Fink
Alison Fleischmann
Gretchan Grobe
Shon O’Connor
W. Mor gan Smith
Jon a than White

The Al len town Neigh bor June/July 2007 Page 5

The Al len town Neigh bor Ed i tor: Pete Carroll, e-mail bonjoura@localnet.com
Cir cu la tion Man ager: Pe ter Grine 



24 ma ples from Buf falo Green Fund are planted in Al len town

Name ________________________________________________________________

Ad dress ______________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________

Phone _______________________________________________________________

E-mail _______________________________________________________________

If busi ness, name of man ager _____________________________________________
Please make checks pay able to: Al len town As so ci a tion, Inc.
Mail to: Al len town As so ci a tion, 14 Al len St., Buf falo NY 14202

OP TIONAL VOL UN TEER OP POR TU NITIES (Please check the com m it tee of in ter  est to you):

 Please se lect a mem ber ship  level:
’ Bene fac tor $1,000
’  Pa tron $500
’  Con trib uting $250
’  Sus taining $100
’  Busi ness $50
’  Fam ily $40
’  In di vid ual $35
’  Stu dent/Se nior $20
’  A gen er ous gift $_____

  THE AL LE N TOWN AS SO CI A TION, INC.
  14 Al len Street
  Buf falo, New  York 14202
  Visit on the web: www.al len town.org

Non-Profit Or ga ni za tion
U.S. POST AGE

PAID
BUF FALO, N.Y.

PER MIT NO. 266

’ Al len West Fes ti val
’  Beau ti fi ca tion
’  Mem ber ship/PR

’ Se crets of Al len town tour of homes
’ Crime Re duc tion
’ Fund rais ing

’ Hot Dog Stand
’ Vol un teer Of fice Staff
’ Board of Di rec tors

The pur pose of the Al len town As so ci a tion, Inc. is to serve its com mu nity. It does that through ef forts to beau tify the neigh -
bor hood; to en cour age his toric pres er va tion and prop erty main te nance; to pro mote ap pro pri ate busi ness de vel op ment; to
fight crime and to pro tect and en hance Al len town’s unique ur ban am bi ance.

AL LEN TOW N AS SO CI  A TION MEM BE R SHI P AP PLI  CA TION
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Thanks to Bette Blum and the Buf falo Green Fund, 24 beau ti ful Armstrong ma ples have been planted on Elmwood Ave., 
Allen and Main Sts. Al len town, like all of Buf falo, suf fered a huge tree loss in the Oc to ber storm. The Al len town As so ci a tion
will be work ing closely with the Green Fund, the city, Re-Tree West ern New York and other or ga ni za tions for the next five
years to do ev ery thing we can to help re store the tree can opy that has been lost. 

Any one in ter ested in hav ing a tree planted in front of one’s house or busi ness should con tact Wayne Parry at
wnparry@adelphia.net or 725-3655. We will help you with the pro cess and op tions avail able to re ceive new trees.


