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Restaurants are springing up, are shops drying up?

By Pete Carroll

Allen St. seems to be becoming Restaurant Row. Does this mean trouble for other retailing?

The city has approved plans for one new eating establishment for the block between College and Wadsworth Sts., but re-
jected plans for another in the same block.

Ri Fresh plans to open at 242 Allen St., at Mariner St., vacated by Allentown Music which has moved to 1113 Elmwood
Ave. near Forest Ave. Adam Goetz, who will operate Ri Fresh with Jennifer Goetz and Edward Costine, described it as “an
hors d’oeuvres bar” before the Preservation Board, which approved the exterior design. It will be open from late afternoon un-
til “it depends,” and will seat about 40 including an eight-seat bar, he added. The partners are buying the building, including
seven apartments, for $350,000 and plan to spend $200,000 to renovate and equip it, he added. There will be no live music or
patio, he said. They hope to open in November.

Joseph Leone, a University at Buffalo School of Architecture and Planning graduate, planned to open a restaurant at 260
Allen 5t., adjacent to Days Park, in the former premises of the Second Skin clothing store. He failed to get city approval after he
declined to eliminate a planned outdoor patio which had drawn objections from the Days Park Block Club.

Within a block of Allen St., at least two new restaurants and a major addition are in the works.

At 26 Virginia Place, a long vacant restaurant site is to be revived under the name Scarlet by Carl Mazzu and Denise
Davison, owner of the Dock at the Bay in Woodlawn. Itis to have up to 99 seats on two levels. The Preservation Board deferred
a decision on the plans.

Cozumel has expanded, taking over the adjacent Budget Car & Truck Rental at 161 Elmwood Ave,, to provide an addi-
tional dining room and bar seating 70, and more parking. A new fast-food outlet, Ava Cado’s Fresh-Mex, is planned for 1030
Main St. at North 5t. The Preservation Board approved exterior plans for both. Sweet Tooth, a dessert shop, opened at Allen
and Elmwood. Still others are being discussed.

Allen St. has gone through transitions before. [t still has antiques dealers, but not as many as a few years ago. It has also been
known for its art galleries. Some remain, some have gone. The Allentown Association has tried to encourage a blend of retail-
ers who can flourish by providing a variety of goods and services for the convenience of people who live or work in Allentown,
adding to the community’s quality of life.

A new business is planning to occupy 191 Allen St., at ElImwood Ave., recently va-
cated by the successful Eminent Design gift and art store, whose owners decided to

move to California. Ed Hoyle’s new business, Steel Crazy, will provide custom-made Inside this Issue
art and decorative products in steel, tile and glass. A welcome addition, indeed, but Demolition hearing Page 2
probably not a big generator of shopping traftic.

Rick Dehlinger, owner of Rick’s Sports & Apparel, in business for 23 years at 201 | Board election Page 2

Allen, says, “any business is better than no business. [ don’t have a problem with good
gourmet restaurants that bring people here. 1 don’t want to see restaurants come and go. | New executive director  Page 3
One place has had six difTerent restaurants in 20 years. You got enough bars. Vacant

buildings are the real problem.” 1,300 see “Secrets” Page 5
Mary Tomassello, who operates the popular La Tee Da Café at 206 Allen, 1s not

fearful of too much competition. She says, “the community is definitely supporting | Calendar Page 6

these restaurants,” crediting Mark Goldman for sparking the trend with his Allen Street
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