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Services 
 
 

 
Section 8 Rental Assistance  - For renters and potential       

homeowners 
 

Homeownership Education Classes – Educates First time     
homebuyers about the home buying process. 

 
Acquisition/Rehab Program – Provides eligible households the   

opportunity to purchase a rehabilitated home at an affordable 
price 

 
The Homeownership Zone – Purchase a newly built home at an      

affordable price. 
 
Foreclosure prevention program – provides loss mitigation    

counseling to prevent foreclosure. 
 

Special Homeownership Program – Savings club for purchase of 
a home in the 14215 zip code 

 
Belmont Shelter Corp. Central Offices 

1195 Main Street 
Buffalo, New York 14209-2196 

(716) 884-7791 • TDD 711 
Fax: (716) 884-8026 



The City of Buffalo offers a variety of homeowner assistance programs designed to provide funds 
for owner occupants for the rehabilitation or repair of their home. For more information, call 
Office of Strategic Planning: 851-4236 or HomeFront, Inc.: 856-2952 
 
Target Streets Loan Program 
Funds for code related repairs and lead based paint hazard reduction are available to owner occupant house-
holds who reside on Target Streets. Maximum loan amount is $25,000*. Loan funds are provided at no interest 
and partial conditional grants are available for all eligible applicants. The amount to be repaid will be based on  
household income. Household income must be within the federal low income guidelines, specifically, less than 
80% of the area median based on family size. 
Emergency Assistance Loan Program 
Funds are available for repair of a verified emergency condition such as an inoperable furnace, faulty electrical 
service, broken hot water tank, removal of a hazardous chimney, or break in the main water or sewer line.   
Properties in deteriorated condition may not qualify for assistance under this program. Maximum loan amount is 
$25,000*. Loan funds are provided at no interest and partial conditional grants are available for all eligible      
applicants. The amount to be repaid will be based on household income. Household income must be within the 
federal low income guidelines, specifically, less than 80% of the area median based on family size. Properties      
located on target streets are not eligible for assistance under this program. 
Emergency Assistance Loan Program - Roof Repairs 
Funds are available for repair of a severely deteriorated roof where water infiltration into the habitable area has 
been verified. For a single family structure maximum loan amount is $25,000, double is $35,000*. Loan funds 
are provided at no Interest and partial conditional grants are available for all eligible applicants. The amount to 
be repaid will be based on household income. Available to elderly, disabled or very low income households. 
Lead Based Paint Hazard Reduction Program 
Funds for code related repairs and lead based paint hazard reduction are available to owner occupant house-
holds where there is a resident child under six years of age. This program is not restricted to Target Streets. 
Maximum loan amount is $15,000*. Loan funds are provided at no i n t e r e s t a n d p a r t i a l conditional 
grants are available for all eligible applicants. The amount to be repaid will be based on household income. 
Household    income must be within the federal low income guidelines , specifically, less than 80% of the area 
median based on family size. The child must be tested for blood lead levels. 
50/50 Program 
Funding for one half of the rehab cost, up to $25,000, is available for code related repairs and lead based paint 
hazard reduction to purchasers and owners of existing one and two family homes. Loan funds are provided at 
no interest as a conditional grant. No monthly or annual payments are required, but the amount provided must 
be repaid if the property is sold within the ten year regulatory period. 
Household income must be within the federal low income guidelines , specifically, less than 80% of the area   
median based on family size. 
American Dream Downpayment Initiative 
Funding up to $5,000 is available to first time homebuyers to assist in meeting closing cost and down payment 
expenses attributable to the purchase of a one or two family home. Each property must be code compliant and 
lead safe and must be owner occupied for a five year term following the purchase. Loan funds are provided at 
no interest as a conditional grant. No monthly or annual 
payments are required, but the amount provided must be repaid if the property is sold within the five year   
regulatory period. Household income must be within the federal low income guidelines , specifically, less than 
80% of the area median based on family size. Applicants must document the availability of mortgage financing 
as part of the application process. 

CITY OF BUFFALO 



42 Plymouth Ave 
Buffalo, NY 14201 

             716-882-7661    Email: heartofthecity@verizon.net 
 
Our mission is to create, facilitate and support housing and neighborhood development of 
the central core in the City of Buffalo 
 

Service 
• Acquisition and Rehabilitation – Provides eligible households the opportunity to 

purchase a rehabilitated home form Heart of the City Neighborhoods at an affordable 
price. 

• Internal Property Management 
• Housing Court Liaison  - Ellicott District 
• Technical Assistance – KCA, WVRG,LWSP 
• Application/Intake – Owner occupied emergency, Down Payment Closing cost    

assistance within the lower west side 
• Referrals – Lenders, Not for profits, Social Service Providers 
• Strategic Planning 
• Meeting Facilitation 

   HABITAT FOR HUMANITY 
   “Helping God’s people in need obtain simple decent housing” 
 
Service Area: The 9 council districts in the City of Buffalo and nearby Lackawana 

 
 

Program 
• Habitat sells houses at cost; it does not make any profit. 
• Habitat holds the mortgage and charges NO interest on the mortgage. 
• Monthly mortgage payments are between 15% and 20% of a family’s gross annual income and     

include property taxes and homeowners’ insurance 
Process 

• The Family Selection Committee screens all applicants.   
• The family must be able to manage house and utility payments and still have enough money left over 

to live on.  
•  The family may be receiving food stamps, Medicaid, SSI, SSD, and certain other social benefits.  
• Any legal judgments against the family must be cleared up before homeownership, and if the       

applicant(s) has gone through bankruptcy, at least two years must have elapsed since the discharge 
of the bankruptcy 

In addition to qualifying financially, the family must be willing to earn 500 hours of “sweat 
equity” as a partner with Habitat. 

• Sweat equity” means labor put in at construction sites where family members age 16 or older work 
together with volunteers to build or renovate houses.   

• Habitat teaches the necessary skills, and the family’s friends and relatives can put in as many as 200 
of the 500 hours required.   

• Family members can also earn hours by attending Habitat workshops, working at the Habitat        
ReStore, and by educational achievement. 

 
To Apply 

        716-839-3053 or  716-213-2001  
            www.habitatbuffalo.org/ 

http://www.habitatbuffalo.org/�


560 Delaware Ave 
Buffalo, NY 14202  716-856-2952  www.homefrontbflo.org 
 
HOMEFRONT INC. 
 
The Homeownership Center of Buffalo 
Specializes in helping local residents buy and maintain their own homes 
One Stop Shop for Education, Counseling, Lending and Real Estate Information 

 
Services 

• Free orientation seminar – Introduces the steps to the home buying process 
 

• Free credit report review & repair – Provides counseling and financial 
awareness to resolve budget and credit issues that may prevent a family from     
purchasing a home 

 
• Free individual counseling sessions  - provide guidance through the 

home   buying process 
 

• Home Buyer Education – required of first time homebuyer mortgage      
products, comprehensive 8 hour class that takes the mystery out of  the home     
buying process 

 
• Grants for Down Payment & Closing Costs – Grants from $2,000 - 

$10,000 for down payment and/or closing cost assistance for families purchasing in 
the City of Buffalo 

 
• Access to affordable mortgage products - For all Homebuyers in the 

Western New York Area. 
 

• Free homeowner workshops -  designed to provide continued             
homeownership success 

 
• Foreclosure prevention counseling - Free counseling services to assist 

homeowners who are experiencing difficulty keeping current with their mortgage 
 

• Grants for rehabilitation & repair -  for Lovejoy council district residents 
 

• Acquisition/Rehab Program – Provides eligible households the opportunity 
to purchase a rehabilitated home from HomeFront at an affordable price. 

 
 



If you’re interested in buying your first home or a larger home and don’t have much cash on 
hand M & T can help. 
M & T Has a wide range of affordable mortgage programs that offer low down payments and 
an option to finance most closing costs. 
 

• FHA Mortgages – Low down payment and no income limits 
• VA mortgages – For veterans looking to buy a home with no down payment 
• 103% mortgage – 100% financing with closing cost assistance 
• Get started Program – 1% down and finance your closing costs, low fixed interest 

rate 
• First Home Club – Individual savings program with a grant match for every $1 

saved, $4 will be granted to you  - up to $7,500 
 

Mortgage Consultants available anytime, anywhere – For more     
information call M & T Mortgage today!! 
 

Ben Gonzalez  - West Side Neighborhood mortgage consultant  
716-907-3832 

WEST SIDE COMMUNITY COLLABORATIVE 
Creating sustainable communities 
 
Service Area: Porter Avenue to Hampshire 
     West Ferry 
     Richmond Avenue to the River 
 

• Matching low income buyers to affordable homes 
• Purchase and rehabilitate for low income buyers 
• Neighborhood Clean up 
• Neighborhood gardens 
• Crime prevention & reduction 

 
Contact: Harvey Garrett, Executive Director 
     716-603-9762 
     hgarrett@adelphia.net 



NACA Buffalo Office 
1094 Hertel Ave. ( near Delaware) 

Buffalo NY 14216 
716-834-6222 

 
 
• Counseling & Education Services for Homebuyers 
• Mortgage Loans for Homebuyers & Homeowners 
 
Purpose:   Purchase 
    Purchase Rehab 
    Refinance (to save peoples homes) 
    Refinance (for home improvements) 
 
Down Payment:  None  
 
Closing Costs:  None 
 
Interest Rate:   1-5% below market 
 
Buy-Down   Additional funds can reduce the interest rate 
 
Application Fee: None 
 
Points & Fees:  None 
 
Credit History:  Perfect credit not required 
 
P.M.I.:   None  
(Private Mortgage Insurance)  
 
NSF Membership: $50.00 per month 
Neighborhood Stabilization Fund Provides assistance for homeowners at risk of losing their home. The time period  
    For the payments depends on the mortgage amount. The NSF payment constitutes 
    and automatically satisfies the Membership Fee. 

 



 
People United for Sustainable Housing 

PUSH can be contacted by calling 882-5327 or visiting  
 
www.pushbuffalo.org 
 

Community Organizing 
 
PUSH is a grassroots non-profit community organization working to rebuild 
the west side of Buffalo 
 

PUSH holds a monthly community meeting about issues of concerns on the 
West Side.  PUSH is working to deal with the growing abandoned housing 
problem on the West Side.  

PUSH provides leadership development trainings and sends residents to       
trainings at a national level on community advocacy and leadership              
development. 

PUSH canvasses the neighborhood three days a week and works to resolve          
individual and collective problems identified in the canvass. 

 

Housing Development 

PUSH works to return vacant and abandoned dwellings to productive use.   

PUSH works with community-based contractors to employ local at-risk        
individuals on construction sites. 

PUSH teams with other nonprofits to enroll tenants in asset-building accounts 
that allow them to save enough money to purchase their own homes. 
 



WESTSIDE MINISTRIES INC. 
Providing Hope through Opportunity 

175 Lafayette Ave. 
Buffalo, NY 14213 

Email: Director@westsideministries.org 
http://www.westsideministries.org 

Cornelia Dohse-Peck, Executive Director, 716-882-6063 
 
Westside Ministries (WSM) is a non-profit organization that seeks to stabilize communities on 
Buffalo’s under-resourced West Side and to provide home-ownership opportunities to        
persons who have demonstrated an ability to own a home but have lacked the opportunity. 
 
Our geographic Target Area on Buffalo’s West Side is bound on the North by Bird Ave; on 
the West by Niagara St; on the South by Arkansas St; and on the East by Baynes St.  We 
currently minister in our target area in the following ways: 
 

Acquisition Rehab - We help responsible, first-time, low and moderate-income       
homebuyers to acquire a home within our target area.  We help with many updates 
and rehab the home utilizing mostly volunteer labor.  Sweat Equity hours by the future 
buyer are mandatory.  By using this process we keep the homes very affordable,   
usually in the $30-$40k range.  In almost every case, our families can own homes for 
far less than they could rent the same home. 
 

Rental Properties – Many families are not ready to own homes today, but given 1-2 
years, many will become ready.  We also work with families who have demonstrated 
an ability to own a home, but need some time to get their credit/finances in order.  We 
offer transitional, well-maintained apartments in our target area during this transition 
time.  WSM uses the income from these properties to fund the operational expenses 
of the ministry. 
 
Home Buyer’s Club – When you are living paycheck to paycheck, it is difficult to save 
a large amount of money towards the future.  Our tenants will have the opportunity to 
be part of a Home Buyer’s Club to help them save towards a down payment.  Each 
month they will deposit a certain amount into a personal savings account.  A federal 
bank match will then maximize their savings and eligible candidates will receive addi-
tional grant monies towards down payment and closing costs. 
 

Economic Development – This is the newest area of focus for WSM.  We believe that 
good jobs and productive work are an important part of healthy communities.  We   
desire to develop job opportunities for the residents of the West Side.  

 
On the Job Ministries – WSM was expanded in the summer of 2007 to include On 
the Job Ministries, which was founded to provide job training and employment        
opportunities to youth on the West Side. In August 2007, On the Job Ministries 
opened the “New-To-You” thrift store at 289 Grant St. New-To-You is staffed primarily 
with West Side teens.  

mailto:Director@westsideministries.org�


359 Connecticut Ave 
Buffalo, NY 14213  716-885-2344  www.wsnhs.org 
 
WEST SIDE NEIGHBORHOOD HOUSING SERVICES 
(WSNHS) 
“Coming together to build stronger communities” 
 

Services 
Home Improvement Rehab-loan Program – To revitalize and 

strengthen the West Side of Buffalo through moderate rehabilitation 
of homes 

 
Minor Home Repair – For low income seniors or disabled        

households on the West side of Buffalo who are unable to perform 
minor home repairs themselves. 

 
Down Payment Closing Cost Assistance – Low interest rate loan 

to assist first time homebuyers with funding of reasonable closing 
costs associated with the purchase of a home. 

 
Homeownership Education Classes – Educates First time     

homebuyers about the home buying process. 
 

Acquisition/Rehab Program – Provides eligible households the   
opportunity to purchase a rehabilitated home form WSNHS at an 
affordable price. 

 
Foreclosure prevention program – provides loss mitigation    

counseling to prevent foreclosure. 
 

Special Homeownership Program – SHOP Buffalo, in cooperation 
with HSBC, provides a grant of up to $3,500 for closing cost assis-
tance or interest rate reduction. 



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



